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Editors note:

The Bible quotes in this English trandation have been transated directly
from those given in the German text. As there are many different English
Bible trand ations and these do not necessarily match existing German Bible
trandations (in the case of the German Bible quotes in this text sometimes
one English trandation is closer and sometimes others), we chose to treat the
Bible quotes in the same way as the remainder of the text — we have sought
to render as careful a trandation into English as possible of Johannes
Greber’s German text (including the Bible quotes). We took the English
trandation done by George Knoblauch in 1937 as our base and corrected it,
with respect to both content and style, to more accurately represent the
German second edition of Johannes Greber's Der Verkehr mit der
Geisterwelt.

Any trandation encounters language-specific restrictions. Severa shall be
mentioned here because they are significant throughout this work.

The German word “Mensch”, plural “Menschen”, is a masculine noun that
refers to human beings, irrespective of their gender. It isnot aways possible
to smoothly capture this gender neutrality in English and so the nouns
“Mensch” and “Menschen” have been trandlated in various ways in our text,
including “man”, “mankind”, “people’, “human beings’, “mortals’, in an
attempt to produce natural-sounding English and yet allow for inclusion of
both genders.

A similar language-specific structural difficulty lies in the fact that German
pronoun reference is governed by the gender of the common noun that is the
pronoun’ s antecedent, not by the gender of the person or persons referred to.
So, for example, “die Person” is a feminine noun meaning ‘the person’ and
would be textually referred to with the pronoun “sie” (‘she’); “der Mensch”
Is a masculine noun meaning ‘the human being’ and would be referred to
with the pronoun “er” (‘he’); “das Medium” is a neuter noun meaning ‘the
medium’ and would be referred to with the pronoun “es’ (‘it’) — although
each of these nouns could be referring to men or women. This text-cohesive
distinguishing of antecedents by noun gender is not possible in English
pronouns, and we have opted for the simpler generic “he” where both men
and women are meant, which is generally the case throughout the book. For
theword “Gelst” (‘spirit’), which is masculine in German, we have generally
used the pronoun “it”, asit is sometimes necessary to distinguish “der Geist”
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from “das Medium” (a neuter noun) in passages where both are continually
referred to.

Where the spirits speaking to Johannes Greber through the mediums refer to
his “bisherige Kirche” or “bisherige Religion”, we have inserted
“[Catholic]”” to identify the denomination being referred to.

JFG and EL, July 2006

Joseph F. Greber died July 22, 2006, shortly after completion of our work on
thistrandation of hisfather's book.

EL

" Editors comments or additions appear in square brackets.
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Introduction

These people scoff at anything they do not understand.
(Jude: 10)

|s there for mankind a life after death? |sthere a Beyond? |sthere aworld
of spirits, into which the spirits of human beings are received after leaving
the body? And how shall we picture life in that other world? What fateisin
store for us there?

Or does everything come to an end within the cemetery walls? When
we bury the body there, do we inter the spirit also, and is nothing left of
man, of all his hopes and fears, of al his struggles and cares, of al hisjoys
and sorrows, of all his good deeds and bad, but a skull or a handful of ashes?

Again and again, these questions assail us. In the silent hours of
serious illness they bear heavily upon the weary human heart. At every
deathbed at which we stand, behind every coffin we follow, they tug at our
soul. They arise from the mound above each grave, and are cut deeply into
every tombstone.

Who will solve for usthe great puzzle of the Beyond? To whom shall
we carry our doubts that we may learn the real truth? Shall we ask the
various religions and their ministers? They teach usto believe in a hereafter
and in the survival of the spirit of man, it is true, but they weaken the force
of their own teachings by denying the living on of the spirits of animals. For
if animals do not live on, for what particular reason should the human race?
Mankind and animals have the same destiny. Both are conceived and born
in the same way. Both experience pleasure and pain, right and wrong, and
one dies as does the other. This is confirmed by the Bible in the words:
“The fate of man and the fate of the animals is one and the same. As one
dies, so does the other; the same breath isin them all. Man is no better than
the animals. Both are bound for the same end; both sprang from the dust,
and to the dust they both return. Who can tell if the life breath of man goes
upward, while the life breath of an animal goes down into the earth?’
(Ecclesiastes 3: 19-21)

Moreover, the various churches hold conflicting views on the most
important questions of religion. We can, therefore, not look to them for a
conclusve answer. Man, being fallible, is not a reliable guide in these
matters.
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To reach the truth concerning these questions there is but one way: if
there is a Beyond, peopled by a world of spirits, we can obtain conclusive
proof only if those spirits themselves will visit and enlighten us, for they
alone can tell us the truth about the great questions relating to an afterlife.
Aslong as the gap between the spirit world and our own remains unbridged,
we shall remain in the darkness of uncertainty and endure the pangs of
gnawing doubt.

But today, people laugh at those who merely mention the possibility of
communication between spirits and the world of man; they laugh and
ridicule, just as people have always ridiculed any views that conflicted with
the popular beliefs of their time.

When Galileo taught that the earth revolves and the sun stands still,
his contemporaries regarded him as mentally disturbed. The Church looked
upon him as a heretic and excommunicated him. He was thrown into prison,
and was able to put an end to his sufferings and persecution only by
retracting what he had proclaimed.

When the first telephone was demonstrated at the Academy of
Sciences in Paris, one of the most eminent professors of that institution
called the whole thing a hoax, carried out by means of ventriloguy.

The same thing happened to all proclamers of a new truth. Their
contemporaries ridiculed, disdained, insulted, burned or crucified them.

So the world today laughs at those who seek to prove to mankind that
there is a spirit world that is not barred to mankind, but with which we can
communicate if we go about it in the right way and if we observe the
necessary requirements. For there are laws governing the spirit world as
immutable as any in force in the world of matter.

The doctrine regarding communication between the spirit world and
man has been given the name of “ spiritism”. Today this word is in poor
repute among the masses, although very few people really know what it
means. “Spiritism” is regarded as a ludicrous fantasy of ill-balanced minds.
People speak of “those spiritistic fools” with a sneer. — “These people
scoff at anything they do not understand.” (Jude: 10)

In this battle against spiritism, the churches are fighting in the front
lines. Thisisindeed difficult to explain, for those self-same churches teach
that they have received their religious truths through communication with
the spirit world. Judaism and Christianity are based upon the testimony of
the Old and the New Testaments and hence rest entirely upon spiritism, for
of all spiritist works, the greatest is the Bible, the larger part of whose
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contents hinges upon messages sent hither from the Beyond. At every turn
in the Scriptures we read of communication between the spirit world and our
own.

The churches are therefore in no position to deny the communication
with the spirit world that is reported in the Bible, unless they are prepared to
saw off the limb upon which they themselves are seated. They try to defend
their battle against spiritism by asserting that attempts to communicate with
the spirit world are forbidden by the Bible, citing the injunction: “Y ou shall
not question the dead.”

Just what does the Bible mean by “questioning the dead”? When the
Bible speaks of the “dead”, it does not mean those spirits that have become
separated from the body by mortal death, but those who are spiritually dead.
“Death”, according to the Scriptures, isthe separation of the spirit from God.
The “dead” are therefore those who have been separated from God because
of their unbelief and defection. They are the spirits of darkness. The
“kingdom of the dead” is the kingdom of Lucifer, the realm of the opponents
of God, the realm of lies and disaster.

According to the Scriptures there is a kingdom of the “dead” and a
kingdom of the “living”. It iswithin our power to communicate with spirits
in either of these kingdoms. We can seek counsel of the “spiritually dead”
— in which case we would be consulting evil spirits, or, as the Bible terms
it, “ questioning the dead” . Or, we may turn to the “living” in the Beyond,
which would be seeking counsel from the good spirit world, or, as the Bible
putsit: “inquiring of God” .

To seek counsel from the “dead”, that is, from the world of spirits
separated from God, would be the greatest possible affront to God. It would
be idolatry, which consists of communicating with evil spirits.

The necromancers of old were generally recognized as being,
knowingly and deliberately, in communication with the Powers of Darkness
— the demons. Hence God's stringent command voiced in the Old
Testament, to root out the necromancers from among the people.

There is, therefore, only one clearly defined kind of communication
with spirits that the Scriptures forbid, namely: communication with the evil
spirits. On the other hand it is the duty of mankind to seek communion with
God and with the good spirit world. “When someone tells you to consult
‘necromancers’, ask them if a people should not rather consult their God.
Why should they consult the dead on behalf of the living?’ (Isaiah 8: 19) —
“Ask me about thingsto come!” (Isaiah 45: 11)

3
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The invitation to “inquire of God” was enthusiastically accepted by
the faithful of all ages. Among the Isradlites it was a matter of daily
occurrence. “Everyone who wanted to inquire of the Lord went out into the
tabernacle of the congregation.” (Exodus 33: 7) God gave his answer in an
endless variety of ways. His spirit messengers were in constant touch with
the faithful. We find references to them throughout the Old and New
Testaments.

If, therefore, we, as faithful servants of God, or, at least, as honest
seekers after the truth, try to get into touch with the good spirit world, we
are committing no sin, but rather obeying one of God's commandments. It is
an important commandment, for only through contact with the good spirit
world can we arrive at the truth. There is no other way.

For this reason, nowhere in the entire Scriptures are the seekers after
truth told to go for guidance to their fellowman, but always to God and His
spirits.  This holds true also for the New Testament. At the time of his
departure from the earth, there were many things which Christ still wanted to
tell his followers and which they did as yet not understand. These matters
were to be more fully explained to them later, however not by any human
agency, but through God's spirits, which Christ would send them as
messengers of the truth, whose actions would be discernible by the human
senses. “You shall see God's spirits ascending and descending.” (John 1:
51)

This ascent and descent of God’'s messengers was witnessed by the
early Christians at their gatherings, whence the exhortation of the Apostle
Paul to al Christians: “Endeavor to communicate with the spirits.”
(I Corinthians 14: 12)

It is fundamental for the religious life of mankind that the truth about
the great questions of life and the Beyond be sought not of men or in their
interpretations, but by direct communication with God's spirit realm, which
is the source of all truth. So God teaches us in the Old Testament, and
Christ in the New. So, also, we are taught by the Apostles, and these
teachings were obeyed by God's people before the birth of Christ and by the
Christians of the early centuries,

As time went on, this fundamental doctrine was blotted out. Erring
men usurped God's place and that of His spirit messengers as prophets of the
truth. The preaching of the word of God became a “trade”, to use the
Apostle Paul’s expression. Religion was imparted by human teachers, just
like any worldly knowledge. And so it has remained down to the present

day.
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The spiritual leaders of the people became absolute lordsin al matters
pertaining to religion, and in this way accumulated ever-increasing worldly
power. Ever more numerous grew the man-made ordinances laid upon the
shoulders of believersin the name of religion. The one-time liberty of God's
children was converted into religious serfdom. Whoever rebelled and tried
to live according to his own convictions was punished with death. The
blood of millions flowed in the name of religion.

The genuine texts of the New Testament disappeared and were
succeeded by copies that differed in important points from their originals.
Willful forgery was resorted to in order to lend the authority of the Bible to
the man-made opinions and strictures that had been introduced in the course
of time. It was a repetition of that state of things which God complained
about so bitterly in the Old Testament through His prophets. “How can you
say: We are wise; we are in possession of God's law? Lo, the pen of the
falsifying copyists has converted it into lie. The wise men must therefore be
ashamed and dismayed. They have thrown away the word of the Lord.
What wisdom do they possessthen?’ (Jeremiah 8: 9)

Modern scientific research has disclosed the fact that these forgeries
extended like a devastating plague to all of the ancient documents. The
Bible, the Church Fathers, the writings of Jewish and pagan authors, all of
them were atered, to support the false religious doctrines that were current
at the time.

This was all done out of sight of the common people, who accepted
unquestioningly the so-called religious “truths’ and interpretations presented
to them by their spiritual leaders, and bequeathed them to their children and
their children'schildren. And soitisto the present day. Religionisa legacy
which al of usinherited from our parents and teachers, without stopping to
use our own judgment asto itstruth. Most people, it might be added, are not
in aposition to do so. For this reason, most of us who today are Christians
would have been equally zealous followers of the Jewish or Mohammedan
faith, if our parents had been Hebrews or Muslims.

This was not so in the days when men were in communication with
the good spirit world. Then they could ask: “What is truth?’ — and they
received an answer. It was for this reason that Paul exhorted the early
Christians to seek counsel of God, if their views on any point differed from
his own. “And if in any matter you are of a different opinion, God will
make it clear to you.” (Philippians 3: 15)

So plain areference to the only way to arrive at the truth as that given
in the foregoing passage by the greatest Christian apostle would have been

5
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impossible a few centuries later. Whoever disbelieved the doctrines taught
by the “Church”, or whoever tried to arrive at the truth by inquiring of God,
after the custom of the old Israglites or the early Christians, fell under the
ban of the church and not infrequently perished at the stake. It is true that
the unorthodox are no longer consigned to the flames, because today the
“Church” has lost the power to ignite them, but the ban remains, and it
would fall upon the greatest of the early Church Fathers if they were alive
today and taught those doctrines which in their time they preached to the
Christian people.

The path that led to God's spirit world has been blocked with rubble,
and with it the road leading to the truth. Man-made opinions and rules have
been used to erect religious structures in which mankind is invited to have a
seat. Hundreds of creeds claim to be the dispensers of truth, one destroying
what the other adores, one proclaiming as the unvarnished truth what the
other condemns as abominable heresy.

Mankind can be freed from these fetters of error only if God will
again today send us His spirits as heralds of the truth, as He did in the earlier
millenniums,

It is not the “dead” or the “Kingdom of Darkness’ or fallible men to
whom we must turn, but to God. He is the same God today that He was
then. Heisno respecter of persons. He loves the people of today as dearly
as He loved those of past ages. And as then He revealed himself to mankind
through His messengers, so will He today.

It isto be expected that the “churches’ will do their utmost to obstruct
this road to the truth. This they must, since they will be fighting for their
very existence. They consider themselves the infallible disseminators of
truth.. Every one of them has its pope, whether or not he wears atiara. Any
instruction through God's messengers would be looked upon as destructive
competition that endangers the continued existence of the church, sinceit is
to be feared that the truths revealed by God'’ s spirits will not be in agreement
with the tenets held by the churches.

Obvioudy, there can be only onetruth. Either thisisin the possession
of one of the many creeds, in which case all other creeds are in error, or else
the truth is not to be found in any of them. When all is said, these words
from Goethe's Faust apply to all religions without exception: “In gaudy
pictures thereislittle clarity, a wealth of error and agrain of truth.”

For twenty-five years | was a Catholic priest. | believed that mine
was the true religion; wasit not, indeed, the faith of my parents, my teachers
and my spiritual advisers? Even if the proofs of its veracity did not
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completely convince me, | had no reason for refusing to accept that which
was accepted as true by al of my fellow Catholics. Furthermore, any
voluntary doubt as to the truth of the tenets of my church would have been
mortal sin according to its teachings.

| knew nothing of the possibility of communicating with the spirit
world. My acquaintance with “spiritism” was confined to reading about it in
the daily papers. | regarded it as a swindle and as self-deception.

Then came the day on which | took, involuntarily, my first step
towards contact with the spirit world. | experienced things that moved meto
the depths of my soul.

Once this step had been taken, | could not, dared not stop. | was
compelled to go on in my search for clarity. Cautioudy | advanced, keeping
in mind the words of the Apostle Paul: “Put to the test al spirit
communication; hold fast only to that which is good.” (I Thessalonians 5:
21)

It was only “that which is good” that | wanted. | was seeking the
truth, ready to accept it, whatever the cost. | knew that God does not desert
the sincere, unselfish seeker, and that, as Christ said, He will not give a stone
to those who humbly ask for bread.

| was also clearly aware of the serious consequences of my actions. |
saw my position as an ordained minister, my entire material existence, my
future here on earth destroyed, if | persisted. | knew that insults, persecution
and suffering in immense abundance would be my lot.

But the truth was more than worth it.

| found the truth on the new road | had taken. It brought me inner
freedom and happiness. The outward troublesthat | suffered in consequence
and that persist until today cannot disturb the inner peace that | have won.

It is the purpose of this book to describe the path that brought me into
communication with the spirit world and laid the truth open to me. The
book has been written in a spirit of love for my fellowman, regardiess of
their creed or outlook on life.

It isintended for al seekers after the truth, asa guide for al those who
desire to communicate with the good spirit world in order to reach the truth
and God by the shortest path.

Guidebooks for those who travel about the earth are written by
persons who have visited the places that they describe in the texts of their
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works. Such books are not written for people who expect to stay at home,
but for those who want to get to know places hitherto unfamiliar to them.

This book of mine is meant to be a guidebook of that sort. It is
designed to direct the reader to that bridge on which the spirit messengers
from the Beyond meet us. Whoever, in the light of what is herein set out,
steps upon that spirit bridge will find every statement that appears in this
book fully confirmed.

| do not, therefore, expect any of my readers to accept at face value
the statements contained in this book, without subjecting them to further
proof. If they did, they would be basing their beliefs regarding the most
important questions of life on the dictum of a fallible human being. This
they must not do, for my assertion that the truths | have set down in my book
derive not from me and my own thinking but from communication with the
good spirit world in the Beyond could be deliberate misleading or self-
deception on my part.

I, as a weak, falible and snful man, can clam no greater
trustworthiness than any of my fellowmen. | therefore do not ask to be
believed blindly. But onething | do ask: That the truth that wasrevealed to
me be verified by the same road by which | found it. This road has been
accurately described by me so that no one may fail to find it. The educated
and uneducated, the rich and poor alike, all can travel it. No preparation, no
special training, is required. No tolls are collected. Only one thing is
indispensable: the desire for the truth. Those who seek it must be ready to
accept the truth the moment it is presented to them in a convincing way, and
they must be willing to model their lives accordingly. This book is not
written for those who will not accept these terms. For them, no way leadsto
the truth, for God manifests His truth only to those who are of good will.

Those who do not have the desire for truth, who are not ready to
explore the road that | am pointing out, thereby forfeit the right to pass
judgment on my book. If, for instance, a chemist were to announce to the
world that he had found a method of making gold by combining certain
substances, and if he were to describe his process minutely, only those
would be capable of expressing an intelligent opinion as to his claims who
themselves had performed the experiments described by the chemist, and
who had faithfully followed all of his directions.

| am certain that this book contains the truth. “For | know whom |
have believed.” (11 Timothy 1: 12)

| need not fear that those who follow the path indicated by me will
find anything to conflict with what | found. Everyone who has heretofore
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followed my advice and has sought to enter into communication with the
good spirit world has had experiences precisely like my own.

Nevertheless, my book is sure to encounter many bitter opponents.
Not so much among the great mass of the people as in those circles for
which the acceptance of the truth would mean heavy material sacrifices, the
clergy of the various religious denominations. The creed they have been
preaching to their congregations has provided them with a livelihood. If,
now, in consequence of a change in their way of seeing the truth, they are
compelled to make dterations in the things they profess, they will cease to
be clergy of their respective creeds and lose their daily bread, which their
position has hitherto guaranteed them. To give up alife position and to go
out into the uncertainties of the world poor and beset by enemies is one of
the greatest sacrifices a person can make. Not many will make it. They
would sooner do without the truth.

It was for this reason that the Jewish priests waged so bitter a war on
Christ and hisdoctrines. Their livelihood wasin danger. They did not study
Christ's teachings to enable them to say whether these were right or wrong,
but unloosed their deadly hatred upon him whose words threatened to
alienate the people from them and thus to undermine their influence with the
masses. Thisis why he had to die. The curse of being the most relentless
opponent of the truth, of those who sought it and of those who proclaimed it,
rests to the present day on the priesthood of all religions. With fire and the
sword, the priesthood has slain millions under the outward flag of battling
against heresy, just as the Jewish priests in condemning Christ hid behind
the accusation: “He has blasphemed God.” But the real reason, then asin
later ages, was their fear of the total or partial loss of tempora influence,
worldly honors, offices and revenues. Of course there have been and still
are exceptions. Today perhaps more than before. But these latter-day
Nicodemuses can no more prevent the spiritual leaders of today from
passing the death sentence upon the truth than could the first Nicodemus.

The clergy of today will therefore not only repudiate my book, but
will refuse to test the veracity of the statements it contains in the way herein
described. And yet, it is a path that everyone can take with a clear
conscience. Or isit perhaps reprehensible for a clergyman or alayman to sit
down, alone or in company with others, to worship God in the privacy of his
home, turning to Him with song and prayer, and begging of Him the
fulfillment of Christ's promise: “If you, then, being evil, know how to give
good gifts unto your children, how much more shall your Heavenly Father
give a holy spirit to themthat ask Him?" (Luke 11: 13)
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Isit by any possibility asin to study the truths of the Holy Scriptures
at such a service, to discuss them with others and to pray for trueinsight? Is
it a sin to join hands on such an occasion after the manner of the early
Christians and with inner composure to concentrate one's thoughts on higher
things, repenting of human mistakes, forgiving one another and beseeching
God to help us and to send us the Spirit of Truth that Christ promised to his
followers? |Is there anyone who cannot do these things with a clear
conscience? Morethan this| do not ask, for thisroad, and no other, was the
one | traveled when | experienced what my book relates. No special
privileges were extended to me; | received only that which any sincere
searcher will receive. Indeed, many who follow my trail may receive far
greater revelationsthan | did.

The fact that the things we learn in this way seem so incredible is no
reason for refusing to set out upon the path indicated, for God expresdy
promises to show us the unbelievable in the words:

“Ask me, and | will answer you, and show you great and incredible
things which you did not know." (Jeremiah 33: 3)

The Author.
Easter, 1932.
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PART ONE

Personal Experiencesin the Field of Spirit Manifestations
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My First Step Toward Communication with
the Spirit World

So | thought about it, trying to understand, but it was
too hard for me, until | entered into communication with
the spirit world of God. (Psalm 73: 16- 17)

It was late in the summer of 1923. At that time, | was the Catholic priest of
a small rural community. In addition to my clerical duties, | was in charge
of a charitable association, whose headquarters lay in a nearby city. | made
two trips a week to the office of this association in order to attend to the
charitable activities.

It happened one day while | was at the office that a man camein and
asked me: “What is your opinion of spiritism?’ Before | could answer, he
went on to tell me of his own experiences, relating that he was in the habit of
attending a sort of divine service held once a week by a small group, the
members of which would pray, read the Scriptures, and afterwards discuss
the passages they had read. Among those who attended these gatherings was
a young boy of about 16 or 17. He was from an unpretentious family, had
only an average education, and was an apprentice in a private firm. At the
seances this boy would frequently fall over forward as though dead, but
would be immediately pushed back into an upright position in a series of
jerks as though by an invisible force, after which he would sit with his eyes
closed and impart wonderful teachings to his hearers. He would aso answer
the questions addressed to him, refusing to answer, however, all queries of a
purely materialistic nature. At the concluson of his teachings he would
again fall forward and instantly regain full consciousness. Of what had
happened and what he had spoken he had not the least recollection. The
boy, said my informant, was healthy and bright and felt no discomfort,
headache, or any similar symptoms as a result of these occurrences.

The man ended his story with the words. “Now, | am anxious to hear
from you what you think of it all. But before you express an opinion, please
attend one of our meetings, so that you may see for yourself what goes on
there. You will have the opportunity to address questions of your own to the
boy.”

| had been listening to him with the closest attention. What was | to
say? | neither knew nor understood anything about so-called “spiritism”..
True, | had occasionally read accounts in the daily papers about the exposing
of mediums and about similar spiritistic swindles, nothing at all favorable.

12
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But now I, a serious minded individual and a clergyman into the bargain,
was being asked to enter upon this ground and to run the risk of making
mysalf ridiculous. That was out of the question. | was, it istrue, tempted by
the idea of testing from a scientific point of view the phenomena that had
been related to me, if this were possible when | was alone and in the privacy
of my own study. But visit the homes of others and expose myself to gossip,
that | did not want to do.

| therefore told my visitor frankly that | had had no personal
experience with “spiritism” and that | was in no position to express an
opinion on the things he had witnessed. | said, furthermore, that | had grave
doubts as to the propriety of my accepting his invitation to attend one of the
meetings he had described, that | owed consideration to my cassock and
could not run the risk of being branded openly as a “spiritist”, for my
presence at these gatherings would undoubtedly soon become generally
known.

The man would not accept these reasons, but replied: “This is a most
important matter, about which you, as a clergyman and a man holding a
public position, should be informed. At any rate | consider it your duty to
investigate the matter and, after having done so, carefully and impartialy, to
form an opinion. This will probably not be the only time you are asked
about these matters in your life, for to whom should we laymen look for
clarification but to our spiritual leaders, whom we trust to tell us the whole
truth. This subject can no longer be disposed of by ignoring it. Right here
in Germany the number of spiritist circles is growing daily. They can be
found in amost every town of any size. | am well aware that the churches
want to brush spiritism aside as a fraud or as the Devil’ s work, but the issue
will not be settled in that way.

“If it is unpleasant consequences that you fear, you need not worry on
that score. The public will not learn of your presence at our meetings, for
the few participants are people of discretion and will avoid doing anything
that might harm you. So you needn’t worry about agreeing to come!”

“l could not deny the force of his arguments. he was right. If we
clergymen who aspire to teach and guide the people refuse to make a
persona investigation of the truth of such manifestations as he had
described, who else is there to make it? Who could be more vitaly
interested in these matters than the clergy of all creeds? For if spiritism were
to prove to be true, it would be of utmost significance for every religious
community.

13
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Conseguently, after some hesitation, | agreed to go to the meeting that
was to be held on the following Sunday evening.

For the next few days my mind was constantly busy with the subject.
At times | regretted having accepted the invitation, as the unpleasant
conseguences that my action might bring upon me loomed ever larger in my
imagination, the more | thought about them.

Anxioudy | awaited the coming Sunday.

After the conclusion of the afternoon Divine service, | went to the
city, intending to take care of a few pressing matters at the office of the
charitable organization before going to the meeting. In my coat pocket |
carried adlip of paper on which | had jotted down the questions | intended to
ask the boy that evening; being of a theological nature, they would require
rather lengthy answers. | myself was unable to answer them and merely
wanted to find out what explanation the boy would have to offer.

On arriving at the office, | found a letter from the man who had
invited me to the meeting. In it he said that the meeting would be held, not,
as originally planned, at his home, but at that of another family whose
address he gave. It had been so ordered.

This unexpected change surprised me and aroused my suspicions.
Was | being trifled with? The family to whose residence the meeting had
been transferred | did not know even by name. Should | risk embarrassment
among utter strangers? Perhaps, after all, the whole thing was a trap set for
me. | made up my mind not to go.

In order not to keep the gathering waiting for me in vain, | sent a
messenger to the man with a note stating that | would not attend the meeting.

It was not long before he appeared at the office in person, asking me
to reconsider. He said that the change in the place of meeting had been no
doing of his, but had been ordered from a source that must be obeyed, and
that perhaps the reason for the change lay in the fact that the meeting would
be less likely to attract attention at the other house than it would at his own.
In the end, | went.

It was half past seven when we arrived. | was cordially greeted by the
family and could see that they were pleased a my coming. Since the
meeting was not to begin until eight, | had ample opportunity to talk with the
boy, who had also arrived beforehand. | asked him a number of questions to
enable me to judge the extent of his learning, and found that in this respect
he was no different from the average youth of his age.

14
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The séance began at eight o'clock. There very only afew of us, and |
was surprised to find that the gathering was not to be held in the dark, as |
had supposed was customary at séances, but that the room was left brightly
lighted.

The opening consisted of a short prayer offered with great reverence
by one of those in attendance. In fact, al the participants appeared to be
deeply in earnest and inwardly composed.

No sooner had the prayer ended than the boy fell over forward with
such a sudden jerk and loud exhalation of breath that | was startled. Had he
not been supported by the arm of the chair in which he was seated, he would
have fallen to the floor. After only afew seconds he was pushed upright in a
series of jerks as though by an invisible hand, and remained sitting with his
eyes closed. | could feel my heart beating faster in anticipation of what was
about to happen.

“Gruess Gott [God's greeting],” he began, and immediately turned to
me with the question: “Why have you come here?” He used the familiar
form “du”, which took me aback, as under ordinary circumstances the boy
would never have dared to take thisliberty.

“l camein search of the truth,” | replied. “I heard of what takes place
at these meetings and want to satisfy myself personally whether these things
aretrue or false.”

“Do you believe in God?’ he went on and added, without waiting for
an answer, “1 know you do, but | want to ask you another question: Why do
you believe in God?’

This question was so unexpected that | scarcely knew what to say. |
had a feeling, too, of being confused, and consequently answered so
inadequately that | was myself thoroughly dissatisfied with my answer.

“l had expected something better of you,” he responded camly, a
remark which hit me like a dap in the face. | had come with the idea of
exposing a piece of charlatanism, but in the first minutes | had been put to
shame.

“The question that you have answered so unsatisfactorily we will
return to later,” he said gently, “and now it is your turn to ask me questions.
| will answer them asfar as| am permitted. Y ou have with you awritten list
of the questions you want to put to me. Take out the dip on which you
wrote them!”

15



Greber — Communication with the Spirit World

The others looked at me with amazement, for no one had known of
my list. My first question read: “Why isit that Christianity seems no longer
to exert any influence upon the people of today?’

Without a moment's reflection or hesitation he began his reply.
Incidental questions put to him or objections raised by others of his hearers
he answered with amazing smplicity and clarity. According to my
shorthand notes his statement ran as follows:

“The teachings of Christ in the documents that have come down to
you are no longer complete nor are they in their original purity and clarity.
In what is caled the New Testament, a number of important sections have
been omitted; indeed, entire chapters have been removed. What you have
now are mutilated copies. Not knowing the originals, you are unable to
determine what those mutilations are. Those who were guilty of these
mutilations have been severely punished by God.”

One of those present asked who it was that had thus mutilated the
Holy Scriptures.

“That does not concern you,” was the curt answer. “It is sufficient for
you to know that it happened and that God has punished the culprits. What
would it profit you to learn their names? You would only use the
information to pass judgment upon them, and you know that you shall not
judge your fellowmen. God judges. That is enough!

“Even a letter written by the Apostle Paul to al the Christian
congregations has been destroyed. In it he had carefully explained those
passagesin his earlier writings that had given rise to misunderstandings. But
his explanations were not in accord with many erroneous doctrines that had
subsequently crept into the Christian faith.”

At this point | asked him when it was that the first views that conflict
with the true teachings had found their way into the Christian religion, to
which he replied:

“To a small extent as early as the first century A.D. As you know,
even during the lifetime of the apostles there were more than a few
differences of opinion among the Christian congregations. Later, many
erroneous human opinions and dogmas that do not agree with Christ's
teachings were introduced. |If you had the complete and unadulterated text
of Christ's doctrines, many a load imposed by man in the name of religion
and Christianity would be taken from your shoulders. Many a doctrine that
you are expected to believe, even though it seems out of all reason, would be
discarded because it would be recognized as being wrong, and you, as God's
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children, could again breathe fredly. As it is, millions of people feel that
much of what is being taught today as a part of the Christian faith cannot be
true. From force of habit, they may conform outwardly, but thereisno inner
effect, for they lack true conviction.

“There are many today who do not profess even outward adherence to
Christianity. Instead of rejecting only those parts of it that are untrue, they
discard altogether their belief in Christianity and in God, because they think
that these things are all of one piece. And that isterrible.

“But the time will come when the teachings of Christ will be restored
to mankind in their full purity and truth. In what way this will happen, you
need not know for the present.

“Moreover, the originals of the documents of the New Testament,
even where they have been preserved, have been altered in more than a few
places. The copyists substituted words and whole phrases, left out a word
here or inserted one there, thus atering the sense of the text to suit their
purposes. In most cases they were trying to create passages in the Bible that
would lend support to the religious views of their times, and to that end they
falsified itstext. They were not always conscious of the magnitude of their
offense, but believed, rather, that they were serving the cause of religion. In
this way the people were misled, and many of them feel in their hearts that
they are not on the right path, even if they do not have the opportunity for
clarification. The necessary consequence is that a religion so deprived of its
roots can no longer exert any fruitful influence. Every doubting of the truth
reduces its effect."

“May | ask you,” | interposed with a feeling of apprehension, “to
point out a place in the New Testament in which aword has been changed or
omitted thus falsifying the sense of the text?’

“While thisis not the right moment,” he replied, “for meto go into the
subject of these falsifications — | shall do that later when | come to explain
the Bible as awhole — I will grant your request and name two places: onein
which aword has been replaced by another, and one where a word has been
omitted entirely.

“You are familiar with the exclamation of the Apostle Thomas, as
rendered by your modern Bible: ‘My Lord and my God!’ (John 20: 28) As
a matter of fact, however, Thomas used the form of address aways
employed by the apostles toward Christ: ‘My Lord and Master!” The word
‘Master’ was later altered into ‘God’. Why this was done, | shall explain on
alater occasion.
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“A phrase from which a word was omitted and thereby its whole
meaning changed should be of great interest to you personally, since you are
a Catholic priest and believe that you have the power, as such, to pardon
sins. What passage in the New Testament do you cite to support the claim
that such power was conferred upon priests?’

| recited the following passage: “Whomever you forgive their sins,
they are forgiven them.” (John 20: 23) He corrected me, quoting the
passage verbatim: “If you forgive the sins of others, they will be forgiven
them,” and went on:

“The Greek word which you trandate as ‘them’ also has the meaning
of ‘selves’. Now, in the original text the word ‘your’ stood before the word
‘selves. What today is rendered as ‘them’ was actually ‘yourselves. Soin
the original the passage reads. ‘If you forgive the sins of others, they are
forgiven to yourselves.” Y ou can see how the sense of this passage has been
distorted by the omission of the word ‘your’. Christ here said nothing but
what he had said repeatedly elsewhere, namely: ‘You must in your hearts
forgive your fellowmen the failings and sins which they have committed
against you, so that you may obtain forgiveness from God for your own
sins.” ‘Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us'! Forgiveness is the hardest task in your lives, and it is for this reason
that God gives you His special aid for the purpose. Christ, as you know,
says in the same place: ‘Receive a holy spirit! If you forgive the sins of
others, your sins shall be forgiven you. If, however, you retain them — that
Is, in your hearts — then your sins will be retained by God.” Do you
understand?’

Greatly abashed and pensive, | answered with a quiet “Yes’, adding
immediately: “So you think it is of no value for me, as a priest, to receive
the confessions of others, seeing that | cannot grant them absolution? Are
you saying that | should discontinue the practice entirely?’

“That is not necessary,” he replied. “Since the Christians of your
Church believe that they must confess to a priest in order that their sins may
be forgiven them, you may continue to take their confessions, with a good
conscience, as your office requires. It is not evil or forbidden by God to
reveal one's sinsto afellowman. But do not think that you can forgive the
sins of your confessants in God's stead. Y our duty is confined to removing
sinful thoughts from their hearts through advice, admonition and words of
comfort and encouragement, so that they may return home as better men and
women, and give evidence of their change of heart by their conduct.
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Perfunctory confession and absolution is not only purposeless, but a
desecration of the idea of areconciliation with God.

“These questions which you have raised have led me away from my
subject, to which | shall now return.

“Even though portions of Christ's teachings as contained in the copies
of the old manuscripts that have come down to you have been purposely
omitted or falsified to distort their meaning, enough of the true material till
remains to enable people, by using it as aguide, to draw nearer to their God.
Unfortunately, they cannot distinguish the true from the false.

“The foundation of Christ'steachingsis, in his own words: ‘Love God
above all things and love your neighbor as you love yourselves.” Whoever
obeys this command, fulfills the whole of Christian law. All other truths are
merely supplements to this fundamental truth and helpful guides to the
observance of the law in the life of each individual.

“And now | come to the last, but no less important reason why
Christianity seemsto have so little influence on the people of today.

“They do not find in their spiritual leaders any great observance, in
practice, of the teachings of Christianity or of what these leaders themselves
preach. That is true of the clergy of all Christian creeds. There are
exceptions, but these are comparatively rare. Where can you find clergymen
who could stand beside Christ without blushing? How many are there who
share suffering, poverty and want with their brothers and sisters, for is that
not what the members of their congregations are? Do they serve them as
Christ directs, or do they not, in fact, dominate and exploit them? Will they
do anything for nothing? Are there not clergymen who even take payment
for the prayersthey offer?

“As to the lives they lead, of that | shall say nothing now. Itisa
matter of which | should like to speak to you some day in private.”

With these words he turned to me and continued:

“You plan to visit your family tomorrow. There is no need of such
haste. Stay another day and come back here tomorrow evening at half past
seven. Then we two can talk in private. So tell this boy through whom |
am speaking, as soon as he comes to himself again, to be here at that time.”

In conclusion he offered a prayer in a language strange to me and,
raising his handsin an attitude of benediction, uttered the words:

“Blessed be you in the name of God! Gruess Gott!”
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After this salutation the boy again fell forward as he had at the
beginning of the meeting, opened his eyes and gazed about in astonishment.
He could not understand why the hour was so late.. Of what had occurred,
he knew nothing. He said he felt as though he had slept long and restfully
and that he felt refreshed and perfectly well.

When | asked him to come back the next evening at 7:30, he declared
that that was impossible. They had some urgent work to finish at his shop,
he said, and he would most likely not get home before nine o'clock. His
employer had already notified him of this.

Nevertheless, | decided to postpone my trip and come back the next
evening at the time that had been specified.

As | walked back to my lodgings after the meeting | felt as though |
had awakened from a heavy dream. The moon shed its silvery light on the
rooftops and the stars shone peacefully in the clear night sky, but in me the
fires of my thoughts blazed fiercely, and | knew that their flames were
already licking at the beams on which the whole structure of my faith had
heretofore rested.

Which told the truth: the creed of which | was a priest, or the voice
that had spoken through that boy? Or had he concocted it al out of hisown
head and staged afarce at our expense?

Out of his own head? That boy? No, that was impossible. Rather
would | accept any other explanation, however unlikely. | had, of course,
here and there read about “clairvoyance”, “the subconscious’ and
“telepathy”, but none of these seemed to fit the case at hand. | therefore
decided to carry my investigation further. | found the subject too important
to ignore. For me, there was no turning back; | had to have total
clarification. Perhaps the next meeting would carry me another step
forward.
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The Decision

| have chosen the way of the truth; thy judgments
have | laid before me. (Psalm 119: 30)

After a rather deepless night | tried on the following day to relieve my
tortured thoughts by strenuous application to work at the office of the
charitable association.

Shortly before half past seven that evening | was back at the
apartment at which the previous evening's meeting had been held. To my
great surprise, the boy was there before me. He told me that at four o'clock
that afternoon his employer had come to him with the announcement that he
had changed his mind, and that the work that he had intended to have
finished in overtime that evening would be put off until the next morning.

| was alone with the boy. Asthe clock struck half past seven he again
fell forward as he had the day before into that state inexplicable to me, again
greeted me with the salutation “ Gruess Gott!” , took my hand and said: “I
am glad that you have stayed, for | have much to tell you. First of all,
however, | must finish the last point of which | was speaking yesterday.
You remember that | told you we would speak of that when we were by
ourselves.”

He now drew a picture of the lives led by a great part of the clergy. |
listened, shaken and painfully moved.

Then, however, he said to me in the most kindly way: “Now tak to
me openly and with complete confidence, for | know that since yesterday
you have been in turmoil and that you feel lost.”

In a voice trembling with inner emotion | answered: “You are right,
my thoughts are in a whirl. | do not know what to think of it all. Please
instruct me in everything, but above all tell me who you are, and how you
are able to speak to me through this boy.”

“You are right to ask me first who | am, for it is your duty to test the
spirits that speak to you and to assure yourself that they were sent by God,
since otherwise you might become the victim of evil spirits that would ruin
you, body and soul, and that would not tell you the truth, but by lies would
guide you to the path that |eads over the edge of the precipice. — | swear to
you before God that | am one of His good spirits, indeed one of His highest
spirits, but my name keep to yourself.”
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He then told me his name.

“1 am the one who has brought you here. At God's behest | desire to
teach you so that you, in turn, may teach your fellowman.”

All thewhile | hardly knew how | felt or what was happening to me.

“1 shall now begin,” he continued, “to instruct you in those things that
are taking place here. You may think that what you see is something quite
new and unheard of. It is as old as humanity. From the days of the first
humans down to the present, the spirit world has communicated with
mankind. That istrue of both the good spirit world and the bad. Y ou have,
of course, read often enough in the ancient texts you call the Old Testament
that God spoke to the people. God spoke to Adam, Cain, Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob, to Moses and to many others. How do you think He did this?
You know that God is a spirit and that spirits have no lips of flesh or vocal
chords to allow them to speak after the manner of men. How, then, did God
speak to these people?’

“I cannot say,” was all the answer | could make.

“And how do you explain the appearance of the three men before
Abraham? He knew they were not human beings, but messengers sent by
God. S$till, he placed food before them and negotiated with them regarding
the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah. How do you account for that?’

| had nothing to say in reply. All this | had read hundreds of times
and even taught to the children in school, but as to how the communication
of the spirits with man, as related in the Bible, was effected, | had neither
heard anything nor given it athought.

Although he continued to examine me in these matters, there was not
asingle question that | succeeded in answering correctly.

“As you know, you humans have various means of communicating
with those who are at adistance fromyou. Y ou write them letters, telephone
or telegraph them, and lately you even make use of ether waves with the
radio. Similarly, theworld of spirits, which is separated from you by matter,
has various ways of communicating with you by means perceptible to your
Senses.

“But you people of today do not think about these things. All you do
isread about them and let the matter rest there.

“Take the grand story of Moses! There you find that the ‘angel of the
Lord’ speaks to him from the burning bush; that God daily sends commands
for Moses to follow; that the *angel of the Lord’ moves before the peoplein
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a pillar of cloud from which it speaks; that Moses asks God for guidance as
often as he wishes, and that God always makes answer.

“The people also could seek counsel of God. They went to the tent of
meeting outside the camp, in which Joshua, the servant of Moses, was
always required to be present and from which he was not allowed to depart.
Now stop and think: why was it that young Joshua was commanded to
remain within the tent constantly? Was there any connection between this
and the appeals to God for counsel ?’

Like aflash of lightning the answer came to me and | quickly replied:
“| suppose that Joshua was like this boy here. Just as you are making use of
his body in order to speak to me, so in those days the spirit world spoke
through Joshua.”

“You are right,” he said. “But remember that when the Bible says:
‘God spoke', it was very rarely God Himself who spoke, because as a rule
God speaks only through His spirit messengers.

“And know, furthermore, that the spirit world does not always speak
through a human being when it wishes to speak to mankind. There are many
ways in which the spirits can make themselves understood by you.

“Thus you find that God spoke through the ‘pillar of cloud'. In very
many cases communication with spirits has been made possible by the gifts
of ‘clairvoyance’ and ‘clairaudience’ that have been bestowed upon certain
individuals. God'’s speaking with Adam and Eve and with others later was
effected by means of clairaudience.

“There was <till another channel the Israelites often used for
consulting God, namely the breastplate worn on the robe of the High Priest
and hence aso called the ‘breastplate of judgment’. On a later occasion |
shall describe to you in detail the proceedings followed when God was
consulted through this channel.

“It is not only in the Old Testament that you will find references to
communication with the spirit world, but to the same extent in the New
Testament. Each of the gospels and especially the Acts of the Apostles
contain many accounts of revelations made by spirits. Christ himself
solemnly promised al who would believe that he would send them God’'s
spirits.  The phenomena witnessed during the Divine service of the early
Christians, for which you of today can find no explanation, were nothing
other than the coming and going of spirits. They spoke through one of the
worshippers in a foreign tongue and through a second in the mother tongue
of the congregation; they gave to athird the power of healing the sick and
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distributed other gifts, according to the fitness of those upon whom such
gifts were bestowed to be tools of the spirit world. In those days these
things were of daily occurrence and were looked upon as matters of course.

“Do not think that communication with the spirits ceased after the
early days of the Christian era, as many of the ‘churches ask you to believe.
On the contrary, it should and it will continue always, for it is the only way
in which you can learn the truth.

“It is true that it rests with the people themselves whether or not they
obtain communication with the spirits of God. Even in the days of the Old
Testament there were times when this communication ceased almost
entirely. Those were the times of estrangement from God.

“Today also, the people, in spite of the many temples which they
build, have to a great extent fallen away from God and under the power of
evil. When the people of today inwardly again draw as close to God as was
the case in many a period in the Old Testament and in the early part of the
Christian era, all those things that seem so miraculous to you in the reports
of those times will take place again. For it is the same God, then as now.
He loves His creatures as dearly now as He loved them then, and before Him
we are all equal.

“These general teachings must suffice for today. The details
concerning the communication between the spirits and mankind you will be
taught in due course, if you are willing to receive instruction and to
undertake the task that has been reserved for you. You are not compelled to
do this. You are free to choose. You may accept what is being offered to
you and testify to the truth, or you may decline it and continue on the road
you have been travelling heretofore. If you are willing to accept, you will in
al probability be called upon to make great worldly sacrifices. You will
suffer persecution for the sake of the truth and of right. But you will find
peace. If you regect this gift of God that | offer you, however, the
responsibility isyours. Itisfor you to decide.

“You are not asked to accept anything blindly. You are expected to
test whether it is the truth or merely deception by the Evil One. You must
not be satisfied with hearing of these things from me alone; you must, by
your own observations, gather experiences in this field, independently of
what you learn here.

“So, in conclusion, | ask you to look about in your rural parish for
persons who have had nothing to do with these matters. Hold weekly
meetings with them at a convenient hour, offering prayer and explanation of
the Scriptures, as did the early Christians. Then pay close attention to
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whatever happens. In this way you will be in a position to compare what
you experience there with what you see and hear here.

“Also, arrange things so that you can be here in this circle every
Sunday evening at eight o’ clock, so that | may continue with my teachings.”

“l am quite ready,” | said, “to come here every Sunday whenever it is
at all possible, but I cannot quite make up my mind to ask any of the simple
peasants among my rura parishioners to attend meetings of this sort. In the
little village where | live that would attract such great attention, the
conseguences of which one cannot foresee. Besides, | can think of no one
whom | consider suitable for the purpose.”

“If you will make up your mind to act, the rest will be taken care of,”
he replied to my objection. “You are not being forced into this. The
decision rests entirely with you. But | would advise you to accept. And now
| must conclude.”

Raising his hands in a gesture of benediction as he had on the day
before, he spoke the words: “May God protect you. May He give you
strength to carry out Hiswill. Amen. Gruess Gott!”

Again the boy sank over forward and after a few moments came to
himself, quite unaware of what had taken place.

All explanations on any natural grounds that occurred to me | was
forced to reject as inadequate. They did not account for even a small
fraction of what | had witnessed.

What captivated me most of al and, | might say, irresistibly was the
calm clarity and the convincing logic of that which | had heard here for the
first time in my life. Only the truth could exert so great an influence, an
influence from which | had not the power to withdraw, even had | been so
inclined.

So much of the Bible that had heretofore been obscure to me | now
understood quite clearly.

What was more, | was just at the beginning. | had been offered
thorough instruction in everything connected with the subject, and had only
to accept the offer. Furthermore, | was not to be satisfied with what | had
heard or would hear here, but was urged to draw upon another, independent
source, so that there could be no mistake. | had been advised to sit down
with unsophisticated, inexperienced country people, who had not the
remotest idea of “spiritism”, to worship after the manner of the early
Christians, far from all outside influence, in my own parish.
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Should | take the risk? What would people say? | felt the fear of my
fellowman’s opinion rising within me. Would not my own parishioners
consider me mentally unsound if | were to undertake anything of that kind?
And if my ecclesiastic superiors heard of it, would | not lose my position?

A desperate struggle raged within me. Which alternative should |
choose? For | knew that decide | must, now or never. At notimein my life
have | prayed more fervently to God than | did then. In the end, | resolved
to follow the directions | had received, even if it meant the greatest personal
sacrifices, including the loss of my position and my means of support.

This, then, was my decison. No sooner had | taken it than | became
inwardly completely calm and able to confront the future with the utmost
confidence.
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The Corroboration of the Truth

Y ou, however, are among those who have received the
gpiritual anointment of truth from the Holy One and are
therefore initiated into the whole truth. (1 John 2: 20)

| had decided, regardless of the consequences, to select a few individualsin
my own parish and to arrange for meetings with them, like those | had
attended in the neighboring town. Asyet | had no idea asto whom to select,
for | had been told that everything would be taken care of as soon as | was
prepared to act. And so it turned out. | had no need of seeking the people;
they were brought to me by a strange chain of circumstances, without any
effort on my part.

There was in my parish an invalid woman who was partly paralyzed,
and on whom | used to call several times a week. A sister of hers was
married to a man in my parish; she had four children, from 20 to 28 years of
age: three sons and a daughter.

One evening as | sat talking with the invalid, one of her sister’s sons
came in and asked whether his mother was at the house. He was told that
she had been there but had left to attend to some errands and would be back
soon, whereupon the boy sat down to wait for her. Shortly afterwards his
mother arrived, and a few moments later her other two sons, who had come
to fetch their brother. They had arranged with some of their companions to
meet that evening at the home of a certain family. After another short
interval the daughter appeared; she was a nurse, and had come to ask me
whether one of the sick people of the parish would have to be watched
during the night. That made seven of us who were present.

Suddenly one of the sons began to speak of the sermon that | had
delivered on the previous Sunday, in which | had cited a passage from the
Bible with which they were entirely unfamiliar. | explained that particular
passage of the Holy Writ to my hearers, who listened to me with the greatest
attention. When | had finished, one of the sons remarked that he wished he
could more often have a chance to have various parts of the Scriptures
explained to him.

| told him that | would be glad to meet with them all at the home of
hisinvalid aunt and to answer any questions they might lay before me, for in
a like manner the early Christians had assembled at each other’s homes to
discuss matters of religion. All of those present eagerly welcomed my
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suggestion, and we immediately fixed upon the evenings on which we were
to meet.

The first few of our evening meetings took place without any unusual
incident. We always opened them with a prayer, after which, holding hands,
we sat for a few minutes in silence, concentrating our thoughts. There
followed areading from the Holy Scriptures, interpretation and discussion of
the contents, and any questions asked by those present would be answered.
We would also deliberate about how best to help the needy of our immediate
neighborhood and its surroundings.

| was much impressed with how serioudly especially the three brothers
took the matter, and not only I, but their mother also, observed something
peculiar: the faces of al three of them were assuming a much finer and
nobler expression. Even strangers remarked upon it. Furthermore, one of
them confided to me that something inexplicable was taking place within
him. When he was at work out in the field, an inner voice constantly
exhorted him to praise God and to give Him thanks. Such thoughts had
never come to him before. And now, whenever, quick-tempered as he was,
he gave way to afit of rage, it would weigh so heavily upon his soul that he
would feel compelled to stop his work until he had asked God to forgive his
offense. Only then could he happily resume hiswork. Previously he would
offend in this way dozens of times a day without experiencing any
compunction.

It was the same thing |, too, had experienced since the day | had
attended that first meeting in the neighboring city. Offenses and careless
behavior, to which | had never paid any mind, now burned like fire in my
soul.

It happened, at our fourth meeting, that | had been interpreting a
certain passage in the Bible, my interpretation being the same as that given
today by all Christian authorities on the Scriptures, for at the time | knew of
no other. | had not yet completed what | was engaged in saying, when one
of the boys became inexplicably excited, looking at me with a strange gleam
in his eyes. | could see that he was struggling hard against some inward
emotion. Suddenly he turned to me, trembling in his whole body, and said:

“lI cannot help myself. | must tell you that your interpretation is
incorrect. | am being compelled to give the correct interpretation.”

With that, he uttered the sentences that had been inspired in him for
the interpretation of this passage of the Bible. What he said was so clear and
convincing that neither | nor any of the others could have any doubts of its
correctness.
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We had not yet recovered from our amazement, when the same boy
exclamed: “I must write.”

“Why, what are you going to write?’ | asked him.

“That | do not know, but | am being compelled by an irresistible
power. Give me apencil and paper.”

We gave him both, and immediately he began to write rapidly,
continuing until he had covered a sheet of folio size. One letter was joined
to the next, so that there were no spaces between words or sentences. At the
bottom appeared the word “Celsior.”

The document contained a teaching of great value to us.

The boy asked me the meaning of theword “Celsior”, and | told him it
was a Latin one, signifying “ The Higher One” or “A Higher One.”

| now asked him what his sensations had been during his recent
experience. He answered that he could not find the right words to describe
them; that he had been under the influence of a power so great that he could
not resist it, although he had done his utmost to strive againgt the impulse to
tell me that my interpretation of the Bible was wrong, for he had, of course,
been convinced that my explanation was correct. But in the end he had been
compelled, first to speak and then to write. He had felt as though his own
thoughts had been crowded out and replaced by others. He had known that
he was writing, and had been aware of the contents of each sentence, but
only while uttering or writing that particular one. As soon as one sentence
was completed, he had lost all recollection of it, his mind being fully taken
up with the next, and he had been compelled to utter or to write it in the
exact words in which he had recelved it. He had been unable to pay any
attention to the letters, the spelling or the punctuation while writing. After
concluding his interpretation of the Biblical passage mentioned and his
writing, he had completely forgotten what he had said and written, so that he
was quite unable to repeat aword of either.

We were still discussing the occurrence, when one of his brothers
announced that he could no longer attend our meetings because he found
that he could not keep his head still and that it was continually being turned
from sde to side against his will. He had done his best to control this
tendency, but without success.

I, too, had noticed this motion of his head, and so had his mother, who
looked at me questioningly and in alarm. | reassured her and the young man
by telling them that they need not fear, for what we were doing could not
possibly be wrong. It was true, | added, that we did not understand
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everything that was happening here, but that it would undoubtedly soon be
made clear to us. Similar phenomena had occurred at the gatherings of the
first Christians, a statement which | confirmed by reading aloud the 14th
chapter of the First Epistle to the Corinthians, which | explained as best |
could at that time.

What had taken place on that evening was as new to me as it was to
the rest. At the meetings in the city | had witnessed the manifestation of a
spirit through a wholly unconscious person.. The fact that spirits could use
human beings in the full possession of their faculties as instruments, and
especialy, that they could cause these to speak and to write, was quite
outside of my previous experience. | was completely at alossto understand
what was taking place in the boy whose head was being moved to and fro.

| was therefore very glad to have the opportunity of asking for an
explanation of these matters on the occasion of my next attendance at the
Sunday séanceintown. Therel wastold:

“Do not worry if every point is not completely clear at the outset. The
subject is still quite new to you, and there are many points for which you do
not yet have the correct concepts. But little by little you will come to
understand them al. It is similar with your human inventions and
discoveries. at first a newly discovered fact is considered impossible and its
discoverer mentally abnormal. Y ears later the same discovery isuniversaly
recognized and regarded as obvious. How many people a hundred years ago
could have conceived of your modern airplanes, your telegraph, your
telephone, let alone your radio? Had anyone then predicted that the time
would come when people could fly through the air, speak with distant places
and listen, in their own homes, to a concert being given hundreds of miles
away, he would not have been taken serioudly. And it is precisely the
scientists who would have scoffed the most at any such possibilities.

“You have been told, and are seeing for yourself, that the spirit world
can communicate with mankind, as soon as the necessary conditions have
been fulfilled. Most people do not believe this and consider it impossible,
just as formerly people did not believe in the possibility of much of what is
reality today.

“$0, too, your scholars now refuse to accept that the spirit world is
able to enter into your livesin amanner perceptible to your senses. And yet,
even in your own day there are thousands of occurrences those very scholars
can verify as indisputable facts, and, what is more, as facts that can be
attributed only to intervention by the spirit world. But your scholars seek
other causes for these occurrences, and ask you to accept the most senseless
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and incredible explanations to account for these factsin a “human” way, so
that they need not acknowledge the existence of a spirit world and a Beyond.
Some of them take this position because they deny a life after death; others,
because they lack the courage as scientists to speak up for the intervention of
spirits, athough inwardly they are convinced that it exists. They are afraid
that their professional reputations might suffer in consequence.

“But the time is coming when your sciences, too, will be forced to
admit that the spirit world, both the good and the bad, intervenes visibly and
perceptibly in your lives and your fortunes, and does so in a great variety of

way’s.
“You must not be surprised, therefore, if you are today considered as
not quite normal when you declare that you have spoken with a spirit.

“I am, however, amazed at the fact that your various religious
denominations refuse to admit the possibility of the intervention of the spirit
world and of its communication with mankind today, or why, if they do
admit it, they contend that it can be only the evil spirit world that manifests
itself today.

“Such a position is utterly untenable, for if it is impossible for spirits
to reach you today, it was equally impossible in the past, and all Biblical
accounts of communication with spirits must be relegated to the realm of
myth. If, on the other hand, it is only evil spirits that can make their
presence known to you today, then the same was true formerly. Thiswould
mean that all religions based on either the Old or the New Testament would
collapse like ahouse of cards, for they certainly claim to have received their
religious truths and laws through spirits. If, then, it was good spirits that
visited mankind in the past, there is no reason for doubting that they are able
to do so today as well, for it is the same God Who sent the spirits then, and
Who sends them today. Just as He tried then to guide mankind onto the
right path, so He does today. Or do you think that you are no longer in need
of teaching and guidance from God’s spirits? Do you perhaps think you are
better and wiser than the people of old, and that you possess the whol e truth?

“What you experienced in your parish is a confirmation of what you
are learning from me. You will witness much more. Have no fear for the
boy who cannot keep his head still; we are working on him and you will see
with your own eyes how the different ‘mediums’ are devel oped.

“The word ‘medium’ means ‘instrument’. Mediums are therefore
human beings used by the spirit world as instruments, to enable it to
communicate with mankind. Animals may also be employed for the
purpose, but we shall not speak of these for the moment.
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“If human beings are to serve the spirit world as instruments, they
require development, which is accomplished by the spirit world and takes
more or less time, depending on the individual, but more particularly on the
purpose for which the medium is to be employed.

“When the time comes, | shall instruct you thoroughly as to the
different kinds of mediums and the details of their development. Today, |
shall tell you only enough about it to enable you to understand what will
happen at the next meetings in your parish.

“You have there at present two kinds of mediums undergoing
development at the hands of the spirit world. One is a so-caled
‘ingpirational medium’. A gpirit ingtills certain thoughts in him with such
force that the medium’'s own thoughts are completely expelled from him,
leaving him completely under that spirit's power. The medium not only
receives the thoughts from the spirit, but is compelled to speak them or to
write them down, al the while retaining full consciousness. Your
‘ingpirational  medium’ requires further development to perfect his
receptiveness to messages from the spirit world. It is still necessary to
remove from him much that now obstructs the process. What that is you
cannot understand now, but it will become clear to you later.

“The other medium, who is not yet active, is in the first stage of
development. | mean the boy who could not keep his head still at your last
meeting and who was frightened by this. He will become a ‘speaking
medium’; his own spirit will be driven out of his body, and another spirit
will occupy it and speak through it. Thisstateiscalled a‘trance’. There are
various gradations of trance, depending on whether the medium’s own spirit
iscompletely or only partly separated from the body.

“The way in which this separation is accomplished is something that
you will find difficult to understand, but it will be explained to you in detail
on alater occasion.

“The development of a ‘full trance’ or ‘deep trance’ medium is not a
pleasant sight, but it is necessary and proceeds according to eternal laws.

“In order that the medium’'s mother may not be unnecessarily
frightened by what takes place, it will be best for her to stay away from the
meetings for the time being.

“The development of mediums is an important and sacred matter, and
you must, therefore, at your sittings, pray alot for the mediums, asking God
for help and strength, so that everything may be done according to His will
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and the mediums may become useful tools for the good and remain faithful
to God.

“What | have told you today was necessary so that you may have
some understanding of what goes on during the development of your
mediums, and so that you may not feel alarmed over the things which you
may see happening with them.”

Everything that | had been told about the training of the two mediums
in my parish came true to the letter. The boy who had been described as an
‘ingpirational medium’ progressed rapidly. He was inspired with detailed
teachings concerning the most important truths and committed them to
writing. They contained things entirely new to me and were, to a large
extent, quite contrary to what the boy had hitherto believed and what |
myself had proclaimed in my sermons as the truth. There was thus no
possibility of trying to explain the phenomena with the workings of the
subconscious or with thought transmission, as people so often do. Thought
transmisson was utterly out of the question, because everything the
inspirational medium set down from this point on was committed to writing
not at our meetings but at his own home and without anyone else being
present.

The boy would not sit down to write of his own accord, but would on
each occasion be obliged to do so by that same irresistible force that had
taken possession of him for the first time at the meeting | have described.
Even the precise moment would be determined by that force. Once he was
awakened very early in the morning, long before the usual time of rising,
and was summoned to get up and write. He did not obey the summons,
thinking the hour too early to get up, when suddenly he felt himself pulled
forcibly out of bed and laid upon the floor. Thoroughly frightened, he
sprang to his feet and sat down to write. He wrote remarkable observations
on “Redemption”, which do not agree in a single point with what he, as a
Catholic, had been taught on the subject, and which do not resemble, even
remotely, anything that can be found elsewhere. In a like manner he, an
uneducated country lad, wrote a treatise on the “Holy Writ”, which contains
truths that are entirely new. Not only the content but also the phrasing of
these writings are such that the boy could never have created them out of his
own head. He wrote treatises in prose on the following subjects. “The
Spiritualization of the Soul”, “God’'s Mercy”, “What has your Redeemer
done for you?’, “Spring, Summer, Fall and Winter”, “The Harvest”, “The
Night”, “Beseech ye the Lord”, “The Holy Writ”, “A Child's Love”, and
“The Death of aMortal”.
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Just as the sole subject of al of his prose writings was God' s truths, so
too were hispoems. “The Heroes Call”, “The Language of Creation”, “Hail
and Hosanna’, “In the Pathways of God”, “God’s Shepherd and His Flock”,
“The Stronger One”, and “Thus Works Thy Creator”.

The development of his brother as a ‘speaking medium’ took more
time, and the appearance of his physical condition on these occasions was
often alarming. | was therefore glad that | had been warned of this
beforehand, since otherwise I might not have had the courage to persist to
the end. As for the boys mother, | had asked her to stay away from the
meetings for the time being.

After his development had been completed, he would pass into the so-
called trance state in the same way as | had first observed in the case of the
speaking medium in the city. The spirit being that first spoke through him
arrived with the greeting: “Gott mit uns!” (God be with us), swearing that it
was one of God’ s good spirits and making known its name.

Through this spirit | received awealth of instruction and teachings, all
of which was in harmony with what | had learned from the inspirational
medium of my own parish and, especially, from the medium in the city.

In this connection there were two things that struck me: in the first
place | could detect a difference in rank between the spirit speaking through
the medium in my parish and the spirit employing the medium in the city,
for severa times, when | asked some very important question of the former
spirit, he would refuse to answer, with the remark: “I am not authorized to
reply to that question. Ask ‘him’!”

With “him” he was referring to the spirit that spoke through the
medium in the city. Whenever he uttered the word “him” in reference to that
spirit, the medium bowed low. The first time he referred me to that spirit, |
asked the spirit before me whether he knew the other one.

“1 know him,” was the reply, again uttered with a deep bow.

At first | could not quite understand why the spirit speaking through
the farmer boy should not be permitted to answer questions as freely as the
one for which the boy in the city acted as a medium, and one day | asked the
latter spirit for the reason. He informed me that the customs of the spirit
world were similar to those on earth insofar as when a messenger is sent on a
definite errand, he is expected to deliver only the message entrusted to him
and nothing else. Thus, being himself duly authorized by God, he had the
right to answer any questions of mine if he considered such answers
necessary or useful, but the spirit speaking through the boy in my parish, he
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added, was allowed no such latitude, and was in duty bound to refer me to
his superior with respect to any questions that, in his subordinate capacity,
he was not permitted to answer himself.

The other difference that | noticed was that it was always one and the
same spirit that spoke through the boy in the city, whereas several different
spirits spoke through the speaking medium of my parish, although the
highest of these remained the leader. It always came to us with the greeting
“Gott mit uns!” and was recognizable by its gentle voice and its manner of
speech. It was also always the first one to speak at the meetings held in my
parish.

One day | asked it how it happened that only one spirit would speak
through the medium in the city, whereas the medium it employed served
several other spirits as well. The answer was as follows. “A definite task
has been allotted to the other spirit, and for this purpose the medium in the
city has been appointed to its exclusive use. For this reason no other spirit
beings may enter that medium. On the other hand, the medium through
whom | speak, although developed for my use, may, by God's will, be
employed by other spirits, good and bad, high and low, aswell. In thisway
you are to be allowed to become familiar with the different kinds of spirits
and to learn from their speech and actions about their state in the Beyond.
Above al, you will learn something of the path that low spirits must follow
in order to attain perfection. It ismost important that you should gather such
personal knowledge of the spirit world by means of its manifestations
through mediums, for thus you will learn far more of the subject than you
could by any amount of ora instruction. However, any spirits that may
manifest themselves through the medium here will not come and go as they
please.. They are subject to a controlling spirit appointed to determine
which spirits may enter into the medium and how long they may remain
there. Such a control exists in the case of all mediums who serve as
instruments for the good, and the same is true of all séances at which
communication is held with spirits after the manner willed by God. In the
absence of such control, nothing truly good or beautiful can be
accomplished, because the good and high spirits do not appear. They come
only to those places in which everything is done as directed by God, and in
which one of His Spirits keeps order. At most of the spiritistic gatherings of
today this control is lacking, and as a result they become the playgrounds of
the lower spirit world.

“During the early stages | shall tell you beforehand what spirits shall
enter the medium and how you are to conduct yourself toward them. Later
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you will be able to distinguish among them yourself, and will know what to
do in each individua case.”

That is precisely what happened.

A great number of spirits made use of the “speaking medium” of my
parish. Among them were high spirits, which entered lauding and praising
God, taught us matters of great importance, and departed after bestowing
God’ s blessing on us.

There were also spirits undergoing great suffering, which often
implored our help in heart-rending words, beseeching us to pray with them.
At times they spoke in some foreign language and, finding that we could not
understand them, turned away disconsol ate.

Furthermore, there were low spirits, which cursed themselves and
their fate, reviling us and scoffing at everything high and sacred in the most
unmeasured terms. When we urged them to join us in prayer to God, they
refused with expressions of scorn or hate. If we insisted that they utter the
name of God, they immediately departed out of the medium.

Very numerous indeed were the spirits that did not realize at all that
they had been separated from their earthly bodies by death. They believed
that they were still on earth and engaged in the occupations that they had
followed in life. These were the so-called * earth-bound spirits.”

Our most dreadful experiences were those with the spirits of
criminals. They constantly saw themselves haunting the scene of their crime
and again and again witnessed what had taken place during its perpetration,
like afilm that repeats itself over and over again. The spirit of the murderer
was forever engaged in plotting and carrying out the murder in all its details
and described its thoughts and feelings during those terrible hours in words
that made us shudder. It saw the victim gazing steadily at it with alook that
drove it to despair. A similar fate pursued the spirits of usurers and other
evildoers who had brought want and misfortune upon their fellowman.
Wherever they might turn, they were confronted with the figures of their
victims. The suicide's spirit ceaselessly re-experienced the sensations, the
outbursts of despair and the events that had attended his suicide. No actor
on earth could play his role so redisticaly as these spirits depicted the
experience of the darkest hours of their lives through the bodies of these
mediums, who were utterly inexperienced, uninstructed and innocent in such
matters. Often what we saw and heard was enough to make us tremble in
every limb.
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Now and then we would be visited by so-caled “bantering spirits’,
which tried to amuse us with their pranks and lies. Aswe showed no desire
for their company, they were obliged to depart as quickly as they had come.

The appearance of these different types of spirits and the incidents
connected therewith were of the utmost significance.

The high spirits brought us valuable instruction and at times earnest
admonitions and reprimands, and so not infrequently one or another of the
participants burst into tears. More than once the most secret thoughts of
someone present were laid bare, although this was always done in such a
manner as not to humiliate him in the eyes of the rest. It is, indeed,
characteristic of the good spirit world that it aways administers its censure
and reproof in such away that it never hurts, and it aways accompanies its
admonitions and reprimands with expressions of consolation,
encouragement and love. The good spirits do not break the bruised reed and
do not extinguish the glowing spark, but with gentle hands bind up the
wounds in the hearts of those committed to their care.

They do not, as a rule, repeat many times their warning or advice
relating to the same subject. If no heed is paid to their words, they may,
perhaps, remind their hearer of them once or twice, but not more often, or if
so, only in the rarest cases. But if someone strives diligently to follow their
advice or to obey the warning, they come back to the subject again and again
and help him with their loving advice and encouragement, until he has
reached his goa. Whenever the mortal shows genuine good will, their love
and mercy know no bounds, not even in those cases in which human frailty
leads him to stumble again and again. If, however, someone doesn’t even
try to do as one of these messengers from God bids him and later asks for
guidance in another matter, he will generally be told: “Why do you consult
me when you do not do as | say?’

The appearance of even the lowest spirits was most instructive. | shall
never forget the evening on which the speaking medium was visited in quick
succession by the spirits of three suicides, which furnished us with the most
dreadful sight that one can witness in this field. When the last of these
spirits had departed from the medium and while we were still sitting there
trembling, the guiding spirit — aso known as “the leader” — entered and
addressed us with the following words:

“There is a profound reason why you have been shown the horrible
things you saw this evening. Inthefirst place you were to witness what sort
of ‘rest’ there is in store for some people after death. You so often say,
when standing by a grave: ‘He is at rest at last.” Tonight you have seen
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something of that ‘rest’.. You cannot begin to appreciate what these
unfortunate spirits have to suffer before they can be brought to understand
their condition and to turn to God. Y ou were not allowed to enlighten them.
Asyet they do not deserve it. They must go on suffering until their suffering
has rendered them fit to receive such enlightenment. Today it would have
been of no avail. But there was also another reason why their condition was
shown to you.”

With that, the spirit raised its voice and said solemnly: “One of you
has been harboring thoughts of suicide today, and was about to prepare for
the deed.”

On hearing these words, a member of our circle uttered a startled cry
and exclaimed: “Itwasl, oh God, it wasI!”

“Yes, it wasyou,” replied the spirit in a gentle tone. “You had hoped
to escape a burden that you have borne for years by killing yourself and so
finding rest. Today you have seen what kind of ‘rest’ you would have
found. Now, | am sure, you will be forever cured of such thoughts. Thus,
this evening has been of the greatest benefit to you.”

| paid particular attention to whether the things that were told or
predicted by the mediums were so or would come true, for if we could verify
those statements that were susceptible of proof, we had no reason for
doubting the truth of those that were not.

Of the many statements by spirits that | so verified, | shal cite a few
that should convince any unprejudiced person.

1. A walk with a medium through my parish church.. One day the
medium from the city came to see me at my rectory. We were sitting
together in my study, talking of casual matters, and my housekeeper, who
was working in the kitchen, now and then entered the room. During one of
her absences, the boy suddenly fell into atrance, and the spirit addressed me
with the words. “Y our housekeeper has just gone out to work in the garden.
| want to make use of this opportunity to speak to you. Please show me your
church.”

The fact that my housekeeper had gone into the garden could have
been known neither to me nor to the boy in his human capacity, for the
garden lay behind the rectory and could be reached from the kitchen only by
passing through the rear hallway, from which a door opened onto it. We
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were both seated in a room on the opposite side of the house and could
neither hear nor see what was going on in the kitchen or the garden.

In response to his request to show him the church, | rose; the boy, still
in atrance and with his eyes closed, followed me with ponderous steps. The
church stood directly beside the rectory and was accessible from it without
crossing the street. The church could be entered by a side door from my
front yard. When we had done so, the spirit said: “| see that the altar stands
directly above a human skeleton that is buried in the ground, and there are
other skeletons buried beneath the nave. Once upon a time there was a
graveyard here.”

| replied that | knew nothing of it. | also did not think it possible, for
the church stood on a little knoll, and there was no space around it for
graves. “Ask the oldest residents,” he replied, “they may be able to tell you
something about it.”

Then he turned his closed eyes toward the organ loft and said: “You
know that | rarely give advice in purely material matters, but today | shall
make an exception. You have bought an organ. Tell the organist that after
he is through playing, he should always push the stops all the way back into
place. Three of the stops are still halfway out, which alows dust and
moisture to enter the pipes; in time, thiswill impair the purity of their tone.
| speak of it because fine, pure music contributes to the beauty of a Divine
service and thereby to the glory of God.”

The console of the organ was locked, so that neither the keys nor the
stops could be seen, even had we been standing directly before the
instrument and certainly not from where we were standing by the altar.
From that distance we could have seen nothing even if the organ had been
open. Itskey was hanging in acloset in the vestry.

We next went to one of the side altars. The atarpiece depicted the
death of Joseph, with Jesus and Mary standing by his bedside.

“This pictureis not true to fact,” he said. “Jesus was not present when
Joseph died.”

We now passed severa pictures showing the Stations of the Cross.
When we reached the one depicting Veronica recelving back her
handkerchief, on which the image of the bloodstained face of Jesus had

appeared, | asked him whether this had realy happened or whether it was
merely alegend. “It isthe truth and no legend,” was the reply.

Before the picture of the Crucifixion, the spirit suddenly asked me:
“What do you think caused Christ the greatest agony?’
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“Being nailed to the Cross,” | answered.

“No,” replied the spirit, “not being nailed to the Cross, but thirst. The
nails were driven through his hands and feet by the brutal executioner’s
assistants with a few quick blows, causing a numbness that was not
excessively painful, just asin war many of your wounded did not in the first
moment feel wounds from bullets or shell splinters, even severe ones. The
worst thing is the thirst that follows loss of blood, as your wounded found.
It can drive you crazy. No bodily pain can compare to the agony of dying of
thirst.”

As we walked on we came to a side chapel in which there was an
ancient wooden carving of Mary, which centuries ago had stood in a nearby
convent whose ruins were still to be found nearby.

“This carving,” said the spirit, “has long been sought by the suffering
spirits bound to remain near the ruined convent in the valley below.”

In amazement | asked: “Why is it that those spirits have not been
able, in al this time, to find this carving of Mary, when it is so easy to find
here? And besides, what good can it do them?”

“You do not understand? Then | will explain it to you. Spirits that
are punished for their misdeeds by being restricted to a certain spot may not
pass beyond the limits set for them. For this reason the spirits bound to that
valley near the ruins of the convent may not come as far as this church.
They may seek the carving of Mary only within their restricted area, and
they cannot find it there. Asto the good it would do themto find it, it istrue
that the carving itself cannot help them, but there was something connected
with the carving that formerly brought them relief.

“While the carving was till in the convent, many people went to pray
before it. On these occasions, prayers were also said for the ‘poor souls', as
you call suffering spirits. Such prayers cannot, indeed, lessen the guilt of the
spirits or reduce their punishment, but they hear the prayers, and their
thoughts are thereby turned toward God. This alleviates their agony. Since
the carving was taken away from the convent, nobody goes there to pray
anymore, and the spirits miss the relief that the prayers brought them. They
know that these were associated with the presence of the image of Mary, and
so they are eager to recover it.”

By this time we had reached the stairway leading to the organ loft. |
was curious about the stops that had not been pushed back into place, but at
the moment my mind was occupied with another thought. | was wondering
whether this spirit could play the organ; that the boy could not, | knew for a
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fact. | had only one doubt: would the spirit have enough control over the
boy’s body to move his hands and feet as rapidly as playing an organ
required? It was with some hesitation, therefore, that | asked him to play.

“Gladly,” replied the spirit, “if it will give you pleasure.”

| hurried back to the vestry for the key to the organ, and we ascended
the stairs leading to the organ loft. Unlocking the keyboard, | immediately
looked at the stops; sure enough, three of them were halfway out. The spirit
repeated its injunction to point this out to the organist.

The boy then sat down at the organ, pulled out stops and began to
play, at first softly and gently, in sweet, harmonious chords. Then somewhat
louder — the longer he played, the louder the swell of the notes became. At
the climax, the organ surged and thundered and roared with all stops drawn,
like a hurricane that pulls out trees by the roots. Then slowly the music
ebbed until it died away in wonderfully gentle and peaceful sounds. There
could be no doubt: here sat an organ master.

When he had finished playing, he pushed all the stops into place and
rose from his seat. | locked the organ again. Stepping in front of me, he
asked: “Do you know what it was that | just played?’

“No,” | answered.
“That was your life,” said the spirit quietly.

| looked at him in astonishment, for | could not imagine that a
person’s life could be played on a musical instrument. As though reading
my thoughts, he instructed me asfollows. “A person’slifeislike apainting;
it can be painted in colors and aso in notes. Every color represents a note,
and every note a color. There are clairvoyants who see all tones in their
colors, and who do not distinguish harmony from discord by ear, but by
looking at the colors of the tones. It istherefore possible, at least for spirits,
to reproduce every painting in sound, as though one were playing from sheet
music.”

| was unable to comprehend this explanation. The thought was too
new to me.

Silently we descended the stairway to the nave of the church and went
to the door by which we had entered. Here my companion stopped and said:

“Now | must leave you. | cannot go with you to the rectory because
your housekeeper is on the point of leaving the garden and going into the
house, and | do not want her to see the boy in trance. | shall now stand close
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to the wall; you support the boy’s body, so that he will not fall down when |
depart from him.”

| did as | was bidden and found that it required my full strength to
keep the boy from sinking over forward as the spirit left him. He at once
regained his faculties and was much surprised to find himself in the church
with me, as he remembered only that he had sat with me in the rectory. Of
what had happened in the meantime he knew nothing. When | told him that
he had played the organ so beautifully, he shook his head increduloudly.

The moment we opened the rectory door my housekeeper stepped
from the garden into the rear of the hallway. Had the spirit not left the
medium when it did, she could not have failed to see the boy in his trance
state.

Later, when | spoke to the boy about the events that had occurred, he
disclaimed al knowledge of skeletons, organ stops, the death of Joseph,
Veronica's handkerchief, the agony of the Crucifixion, the image of Mary
and its history, the spirits restricted to the vicinity of the convent ruins and
the effect of prayer upon them, or of the organ recital and what | had been
told in connection therewith.

That very evening | learned by inquiry that the site now occupied by
the church had long ago redly been a graveyard.

2. A member of a monastic order attends spiritist gatherings. One
message, delivered one evening through the farmer boy of my parish as a
speaking medium, seemed very improbable to us. It was to the effect that a
monk from the neighboring Benedictine monastery was attending “spiritist
séances’ held in acity not far away. We could scarcely believe that a monk,
wearing the habit of his order, would take part in a spiritist gathering, in
view of the strong opposition of the Catholic Church to spiritism. There
was no way for usto verify this communication, but its correctness was soon
to be demonstrated through an unforeseen channel.

| had been reported to my ecclesiastic authorities as a frequenter of
spiritist meetings, and a commission was sent to question me about the
matter. The hearing was to be held at the very Benedictine monastery in
question, and | was ordered to appear there.

At the hearing | frankly admitted having attended spiritist gatherings
and having instituted them in my parish. | was reminded that all Catholics
had been forbidden by an order that came from Rome to attend any such
meetings. | protested that | had heard nothing of such a prohibition, but that,
if the facts were as alleged, | could not understand why a priest from that

42



Greber — Communication with the Spirit World

selfsame monastery should also be attending meetings of that sort. | said
this, not to defend myself, but merely to learn in this way whether it was
actually true that a priest from this monastery was attending spiritist
meetings, as the medium had stated.

The head of the investigating committee indignantly denied the truth
of my assertion that a priest from the monastery was attending spiritist
meetings and emphatically maintained that this was impossible. His habit
alone would prevent him from going. He added that he must therefore reject
my statement as heavily slanderous.

| answered calmly that | had not brought the matter up to cause the
monk or the monastery any trouble, but that | had heard it from a certain
source and was taking this way of verifying the truth of the story. Should
my statement prove false, | would see to it that my informant was set right.
The head of the investigating committee then interrupted my hearing and
went, | presume, to see the abbot of the monastery. After a short absence he
returned with an embarrassed expression, and admitted that | was right. In
his defense he added that the monk in question had received permission
from the abbot to visit spiritist meetings.

The truth of what the medium had told me was thus established.

3. In the course of the proceedings brought against me | received
confirmation after confirmation of the reports and predictions made by the
mediums about my affairs.

One day | was summoned before the bishop. Scarcely had his letter
reached me, when the farmer boy of my parish, the speaking medium, came
to my rectory and said: “I have been obliged to come to see you. You have
received aletter from your episcopal superior, ordering you to appear before
himon ....”

| asked the boy how many lines there were in the letter; even that he
knew exactly. Thereupon he passed into a state of trance, and the spirit that
spoke through him encouraged me with the words: “Y ou need have no fear.
Trust God and do not be afraid! What can people do to you?’

| replied that | intended to acknowledge before the bishop the
convictions | had acquired as a result of my communications with the spirit
world, and that | fully expected to lose my position as a minister of the
Catholic Church in consequence.

“The bishop will ask you no questions on spiritism, or about any
convictions you may have derived from it,” said the spirit. “At sometimein
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the future you will be granted leave. Y our separation from your parish will
come about in peace between you and your church, and not by way of
dismissal.”

| could hardly imagine that the bishop would fail to ask me about the
spiritist gatherings and the truths revealed there, but it turned out just as the
medium had predicted. The bishop read to me the edict issued by the
Congregation of Rome in 1917, which stated that Catholics were not
allowed to attend spiritist gatherings, had me sign a paper acknowledging
that he had brought the ban to my notice, and imposed a penance on me for
my past violations of the ban. But of spiritism itself he said not aword.

Somewhat later | had the painful experience of seeing a certain
prediction communicated through the medium in the city come true. | had
been told at a séance that a member of the circle in that city was going to
betray me. We did not believe that there was anyone among us capable of
such betrayal, and yet, the seemingly impossible happened: a woman of our
circle denounced me to the episcopal authorities for my continued
attendance at spiritist seances.

This seemed to make my dismissal aforegone conclusion. | had, asit
happened, applied for a leave of absence to allow me to devote myself to
charitable work, but the episcopa vicariate had rejected my application so
brusquely that humanly speaking there seemed to be no hope of its being
granted. The case against me in the ecclesiastical courts took its course, and
a day was set for the main hearing, to which | received a summons. Only a
few days remained until this hearing, which, | was sure, would result in my
dismissal. Nevertheless, | still had faith in the prediction that had been made
to me that | should be allowed to depart from my parish in peace with my
church by way of being granted leave. Then, at the eleventh hour, | had a
telegram from the ecclesiastic council notifying me that proceedings against
me had been dropped for the time being by directive of the bishop. Soon
afterwards he wrote me, granting me leave of absence and asking me when |
would like to surrender my parish. | replied, giving him the date, December
31st, 1925, the day which had long before been predicted as that on which
my connection with my parish would terminate.

4. In Whitsuntide of 1924 | was travelling to Graz in Styria. On the
stretch between Passau and Vienna | was aone with a young man in a
railroad compartment, seated opposite him and reading, when | saw his head
suddenly drop forward as though he had fallen asleep. Almost instantly he
straightened up again, sat with his eyes closed, took a notebook out of his
pocket and covered a page of it with writing. Then he tore out the page and
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handed it to me saying: “Take this and keep it. What its meaning is, you
will be told elsewhere.”

| looked at the writing but could not decipher the characters. At that
moment the young man recovered consciousness. He did not know that he
had written anything or that he had given me the paper, nor did he remember
aword of what he had said to me. He, too, was unable to read the characters
set down on the paper.

After my return from Graz to my parish | carried the paper about in
my pocket for two weeks. One Saturday evening | arrived at the home of
my speaking medium’s family. The boy was aonein the room. After afew
moments he fell into a “trance” and said: “Show me the paper you have
with you, which was given you on your journey to Graz.”

When | had given it to him, heread it and said: “Tomorrow afternoon
a Jew will come to see you. People think he is sick, but as a matter of fact
he is being tormented by an evil spirit that has such power over him that he
can scarcely utter aword. As soon as he comes, call the boy through whom
| am speaking. Leave al the rest to me. You will see mighty things. This
note was written by the Jew’ s guardian spirit through the medium whom you
met on your trip to Graz. It isthe spirit of a deceased uncle of his, who lived
in Cologne. The evil spirit tormenting the Jew is aso that of a deceased
relative.”

At four o’ clock the next afternoon someone rang the rectory doorbell.
| opened the door and was startled at seeing a man whose limbs were
contorted and whose head was jerking back and forth nervously. Hetried to
speak but could not utter aword. | took his hand and led him to my room,
and at once sent for the boy. He came, fell into atrance before the Jew, rose,
stretched out his hand as though exorcising the visitor, and addressed him in
a foreign language that | could not understand. The Jew was tossed back
and forth severa times by an invisible force; then he was freed from the evil
influence, wept for joy and began to speak without any difficulty. He told
me that he knew quite well what had just taken place. He himself, he said,
had the power of clairvoyance and could distinguish the spirits about him,
good and evil ones.. His good spirit was that of an uncle of his from
Cologne; the evil one was that of a relative whom he had not known in this
life. The evil spirit had tried to prevent him from coming to see me and on
his way to my house had shouted the vilest epithets and curses at him in
Hebrew, some of which he repeated to me. Now he hoped that he was
forever rid of the spirit. He knew also what spirit it was that had just set him
free. Taking his prayer book out of his pocket, he showed me a Hebrew
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prayer to one of the high celestial powers. The Jew had not been mistaken:
it was the very spirit who was then present.

While | was till talking to the Jew, the boy once more went into a
trance and turned to me, saying:

“What | am telling you now cannot be heard by this man; his senses
are being dulled so that he cannot understand me. The things that have just
happened were shown as an object lesson to you and to him also. He will be
freed from his evil spirit for a short time only, for the spirit will come back
and torment him until his death. He has merited this punishment. He will
not come to see you again, for he will never again be able to muster the
strength to do so.”

| asked the Jew whether he had understood what had just been said,
and he replied that he had heard nothing. Deeply moved, | bade him
farewell and have never seen him since.

5. | had often had my attention called by the various mediums to the
fact that many falsifications had been introduced into the documents that
dated back to the early days of the Christian era, and | had asked myself
repeatedly whether there were not some scholarly work in which the attempt
had been made to uncover these falsifications. | knew of no such work and
could find no one else who did. At our meetings | had purposely refrained
from asking about the matter, as| had been told that everything that could be
of use to me would be brought into my hands.

One day | unexpectedly received two deliveries of a publication. The
pages had not been cut. A letter from alady whom | had met only once in
my life wasincluded. It read:

The books | am sending were given to nme for you
the day before yesterday by Ms. H of F. She had
to send themto you at once, w thout even reading
t hem hersel f.

M ghty things are happening to her. Be sure to
| ook her up before |ong. N. N.

The Mrs. H. who had been compelled to send these works to me was a
total stranger to me, even by name.

These publications, of whose content she herself knew nothing,
contained proof that a document by the Jewish author Flavius Josephus had
been most brazenly falsified in favor of the Christian religion by Christian
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copyists, who had made Flavius Josephus, a despiser of Christ, into one of
hisadmirers.

There were also many references in these publications that had been
sent to me to the intentional falsifications of the writings of the early
centuries, thus confirming everything that | had been told about this by
mediums entirely unfamiliar with such matters. This discovery pleased me
greatly.

6. | obtained confirmation of the general truth of communication with
spirits and of many individual facts in this field during my stay in America,
where spiritism under the designation “spiritualism” is widespread, there
being great numbers of so-called “spiritualistic churches.” At the outset |
made use of the opportunity of becoming acquainted with the way in which
spiritism was practiced in these churches by attending the services in many
of them.

Unfortunately my visits confirmed what | had heard from the
mediums in Germany, who had again and again told me that God’s good
spirits will not go near places frequented by people more concerned with
temporal matters than with progress on the path leading to God. Only spirits
of the lower orders, | had been informed, appeared at meetings at which
materialistic views predominated. | was also told that there is no control
over the spirits at such gatherings, which become the stamping ground for
spirits who come from the lower spheres without necessarily being
downright evil.. Generadly they are those of relatives, friends or
acquaintances of those attending, spirits that have themselves progressed but
little in the Beyond and are therefore more interested in the temporal affairs
of those whom they have left behind than in their spiritual advancement.
Such gatherings are then no longer Divine services, but rather information
bureaus for worldly questions and interests, and they come dangeroudy
close to what took place at the idolatrous ceremonies of the pagans. The
attraction of idolatry lay precisely in the fact that the people hoped to receive
information relating to their worldly success and their earthly future from the
mediums participating in the idol worship.

| encountered nothing lofty and edifying in any of these churches,
however much | longed for it. On the contrary, what | generally found was
of a nature to hurt rather than to advance the cause of spiritism. | also had
the impression that the people attending these meetings were there merely
for the sake of messages they hoped to receive about worldly matters, and
that the question of money seemed to play no minor part with the leaders of
these churches. A fixed admission fee was charged, generdly at least half a
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dollar [alot of money in the early 1930s], which meant that the really poor
were unable to attend.

All this substantiated what | had been so insistently told in Germany
about modern spiritism, even when it is conducted with an outward show of
respect for religious forms, and | became convinced that spiritism of this
kind will not bring humanity much closer to God; it is not the spiritism of
the early Christians.

Nevertheless, it was my good fortune to meet with the higher aspects
of spiritism in America aso, and thereby to corroborate my previous
experiences.

During my stay in New York | lived with a German family called
Niemann at 148 East 18th Street. | am giving the name and address because
this family played a leading role in the events to be related and has
authorized me to make public its identity. Elsewhere in this book | have
refrained, on principle, from mentioning names to preclude the possibility of
any unpleasant consequences to anyone at the hands of ill-disposed persons
as aresult of the publication.

| had never spoken to Mr. Niemann about spiritism but only told him
of some of my experiences in the spiritist churches of New York. He
himself was not a member of any church and seemed to have lost his belief
in God. As for what | told him of the occurrences at the spiritist meetings,
he considered the whole thing a fraud and a moneymaking scheme.

Nevertheless, out of curiosity, he decided one evening to accompany
me to a meeting at one of these churches. Like all those present, he, too,
received a message. What was told to him there was correct in all
particulars, in spite of the fact that the medium had never seen him before,
and naturaly did not know who he was. He was informed among other
things that he possessed great mediumistic powers and was urged to
cultivate them.

After we had returned home he asked me what the medium had meant
by urging him to cultivate his mediumistic powers, upon which | explained
the situation and offered to hold services with him and Mrs. Niemann once
or twice a week. This would, of course, give me a further opportunity to
verify what | had learned in Germany, even though | no longer had any
doubts on that score.

| held the services as | had in the small circlein my parish, as already
described. Here, then, on the opposite side of the ocean, in a family which
had abandoned its belief in God, but which was honestly and sincerely
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willing to accept the truth, | watched the development of mediums progress
exactly asit had progressed in the case of the mediums | had observed in my
former environment. Thus, both there and here, the laws governing the
development of mediums were the same.

On the very first evening Mr. Niemann began mediumistic writing,
conscious of the fact that he was writing, but unaware of what he was
writing. The various passages he wrote were done in different handwritings
and were signed with the names of different relatives and friends, whom Mr.
Niemann remembered only when he saw their signatures affixed to what he
had written that evening. They all assured him that in acting as he was, he
was choosing the right path. They told him to keep to it, for they themselves
would have been only too happy if someone had shown them this way to
God while they were alive. The messages affirmed that there was a Beyond
and a God, in Whom, they said, he should trust.

When Mr. Niemann came out of his trance and read what he himself
had set down in different handwritings, he was speechless.

Subsequently he and his wife held the service in my absence and
again he wrote as on the first occasion, much to his wife's surprise, for she
secretly believed that | had hypnotized her husband and had transmitted to
him by telepathy the thoughts he had committed to writing. Now, however,
she had proof to the contrary, because he had done his mediumistic writing
in the same manner even when | was not present. Incidentally, she might
have reflected on the first occasion that | had no way of knowing the names
of the deceased that appeared in the writing, and could not, therefore, have
transmitted them to the writer.

At the same session she had an even more convincing proof, for she
herself was compelled by an invisible power to take the pencil and write,
while tears rolled down her cheeks. Unlike her husband, she knew what she
was writing, her sensations being the same as those of one of the boysin my
home parish. As in his case too, the thoughts to be written down were
forcibly instilled into her. She was, therefore, an “inspirational medium”,
like that boy, and, like him, was unable to repeat, at the conclusion of her
writing, the ideas with which she had been inspired.

The development of these two mediums progressed from week to
week. For a short time Mr. Niemann continued to write, but soon his
development as a “speaking medium” began, with all of those outward
manifestations that | had observed in the case of the speaking medium in my
former parish. The spirit that spoke through him aways came with the
greeting: “ Der Friede Gottes sei mit euch!” (God's peace be with you) or,
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whenever the messages were especially important, with the words: “ Gottes
Wort sei mit euch!” (God'sword be with you).

We were soon to receive confirmation, in a way that moved us all
deeply, of the truth of the messages brought us by this spirit. | had a very
dear friend in Germany, a simple man of the people, who lived in a small
rural community, and of whom | had taken leave personally before | sailed
for America.

On July 20th, 1930, at one of our services, the spirit speaking through
Mr. Niemann announced that my friend in Germany was very ill and would
soon die. The actual text of the message was:

“Your friend H. S. isvery ill. Heis suffering from a chronic disease.
Y ou will not see him again on earth.”

Seeing that the shock of this news brought tears to my eyes, the spirit
went on consolingly: “Your friend isanoble man. Heisin good handswith
us. If you want to write him, do so at once, so that your letter may reach him
before he dies.”

Then, seemingly to make sure that my letter would still arrive in time,
the medium turned his head to one side as though questioning someone;
then, facing me again, he assured me: “Yes, the letter will reach him in
time, but do not put off writing it.”

| wrote on the following day and as a sort of farewell enclosed my
picture. Naturally, | said nothing of the prediction of his impending desath;
on the contrary, | expressed my pleasure at the prospect of seeing him again
soon and asked him to meet me in Bremen on my return.

On August 20th, 1930, | received a letter from my sister in Germany,
who lived near my friend. This letter was dated August 11th and began as
follows: “It pains me to tell you that your best friend, H. S,, of O., has died.
| heard that only last Monday he received a letter from you with your
picture. So, he saw you once more and could bid you goodbye. They say he
wept bitterly, as you had written asking him to meet you in Bremen on your
return. Heisnow in eternity.”

On the day on which my sister’s letter came, our little circle held a
service. Since the evening on which my friend’s approaching death had
been foretold, the spirit that had manifested itself through Mr. Niemann had
not spoken, but now it entered the medium and spoke the following words,
which were taken down in shorthand by Mrs. Niemann:
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“God’'sword be with you! Amen! It isby way of an exception that |
am speaking through him today, so that your request may be granted.”
(During the day | had been praying to God for words of comfort.) Y ou have
suffered a loss that weighs heavily on you as a mortal. But do not mourn.
He (meaning my friend) is now much, much better off. And as areward to
you, he is standing at your right side, his face turned toward you. He is
smiling at you and stroking your head with his right hand. He sendsyou his
love and bids you not to take it so hard. Perhaps later you may hear from
him (meaning that my friend would perhaps speak to me himself through the
medium), but not yet. Hislast struggle was not very hard. He wanted to see
you and to speak to you once more. Now he can do the first (the seeing), but
not yet the second (the speaking). He died in the midst of a prayer to God.
Oh, you poor mortals! Life is so hard for you, but keep your faith! Do not
weaken, do not falter, and your reward will not be lacking. Many whose lot
on earth was not as good as that of others stand far higher in the Beyond
than those who were their rulers on earth. ‘Matter’ does not bring
happiness.” (By matter, the spirit means money, a word it never utters,
using ‘ matter’ instead.)

“Therefore do not take things so hard! Oh, if you could only see him!
The fact of his being here is a sign that he stands very high. He still has to
undergo a dight purification before reaching the eleventh sphere; he will not
be required to pass through the tenth. In life he was one of those who truly
are and were children of God.”

Then, speaking through the medium who stood with his hands raised
aloft, the spirit pronounced the prayer: “Heavenly Father, be merciful to us!
Turn Thy countenance upon us! Give comfort to him who sits here in
sorrow and anguish, mourning the loss of his friend. Send him peace and
cheerfulness, so that he may conquer hisanguish. Let the departed, who was
an example among men, come to Thee in Thy mercy. Receive himinto Thy
circle that he may develop quickly and confer mercies and blessings upon
mankind. Father, he whom Thou hast chosen is coming to Thee; let him
then fulfill the task Thou hast alotted to him. Be merciful, Father, and give
them both Thy blessing. Amen!”

In the services that followed, Mrs. Niemann, acting under the
influence of my departed friend, wrote things of which she as a human could
have no knowledge; among others, she wrote of a walk that | had taken,
years previoudy, with my friend through a little valley in the Hunsriick
Mountains. On that occasion we had spoken of God and of the great
guestions of a future existence. | myself recalled the incident only when |
saw it set down in Mrs. Niemann's mediumistic writing, in which the valley
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in question was called by its proper name, known only to people of the
locality.

Even in the years when my friend was still alive | received from him
such powerful evidence of the truth of what | had learned in my
communication with the spirit world, that it would have been sufficient in
itself to convince me. When, in consequence of my spiritistic experiences, |
was obliged to alter my religious beliefs radicaly, | feared that | would also
lose this dear friend of mine, who was a good Catholic. When | expressed
thisfear at one of the meetings in Germany to the spirit that manifested itself
there, | was assured: “Your fear of losing your friend is groundless. We
ourselves will instruct him and you will not find it necessary to make any
explanations.”

It was not long before my friend looked me up and related to me some
remarkable visions he had had. In them he had been shown a number of
fundamental truths at variance with his creed as a Catholic, above all the
truth, revealed in avision that had come to himin a churchyard, that also the
souls of the damned would one day be pardoned and that all would be
returned to God. He had also had visions showing the different fates of the
spirits of the departed, and at the same time had received instruction bearing
on the subject. He was even informed of the life task that had been assigned
to me personally. These experiences, which could fill awhole book on their
own, had convinced him so thoroughly that | felt it unnecessary to go
beyond confirming the correctness of hisvisions.

7. Egyptian Tombs. There is one matter, the full significance of
which | cannot grasp even today, and which, although it has not yet been
fulfilled, I do not want to leave unmentioned.

It concerns the location of two royal Egyptian tombs of about 5,000
B.C. | have not the least doubt that what | was told about them is true, that
these tombs will ultimately be found and that they contain everything about
which four different mediums reported to me.

Let me relate first of al the strange way in which my attention was
called to these tombs.

On February 1%, 1924, | was sitting in my private office at the
headquarters of the charitable organization after business hours, when there
arrived two young people about 20 and 28 years of age and announced that
they had been sent to do me a service. Scarcely had they spoken these
words when, to my great surprise, both fell into a “deep trance”, and the
spirits speaking through them asked me for paper and pencil. | gave them
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what they had asked for, and my visitors sat down at a table and began to
draw. When they stopped after a while, | saw that each of them was
working on a drawing of aroyal Egyptian tomb, and that the drawings bore
ancient inscriptions in a script unknown to me. They said they would return
later to finish the drawings.

| asked them who they were; only one of them could understand
German, and answered in that language. The other spoke in a language
unknown to me, his remarks being trandated into German for me by his
companion. He gave the following report:

“Both of us who are speaking and writing through these instruments
were Egyptian princes. Our names are Arras and Isaris. |, Arras, was the
ruler of the Upper Nile, while my friend Isaris ruled over the Lower Nile.
We both treated our subjects well. We did not beat our slaves and alowed
our people to have their own way. They were rich: there were no real
paupers among them. The land produced three crops a year, so that we had
more than enough to live on. There was abundance everywhere. Our people
had everything they wanted, held the most magnificent festivals, indulged in
every extravagance and lived from day to day, forgetful of Almighty God.
They consumed the fruits and grains of the soil, which God caused to grow.
The water they drank was of the purest; no purer spring existed. They drank
the very choicest wine, but never paused to think to Whom they owed all
these blessings. Their way of living and their celebrations grew ever more
riotous. The people were no longer content with the customs that had come
down to them from ancient days, but created new gods of gold and precious
stones. They prayed to these manmade idols and worshipped them. Indeed
there were those among them who allowed themselves to be daughtered for
the sake of these idol images.

“We watched all this unconcernedly and allowed the people to follow
their practices, instead of putting a stop to them as we should have done. On
the contrary, we encouraged these idolatrous doings in order to gain favor
with the people. | myself sent to the idol Amojo 10 cartloads of gold objects
for the completion of hisimage to raise myself in my people’s esteem. Isaris
also gave 10 cartloads of gold objects for the idol Lachitju, so that he too
might be raised in the esteem of the people. At the head of our subjects we
marched to the dedication of the images and stationed soldiers to protect
them, when we should have ordered their destruction. Before each image
stood a golden basin containing the blood of a newly born infant. Thisblood
was never alowed to dry up, care being taken to keep the supply always
replenished. If by chance it did dry up, the priest responsible was executed
with the sword by the High Priest, in front of the idol.
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“These events grew ever worse. Then God sent the punishment,
which was terrible but just. He let the springs go dry. He sent a heat wave,
which got to all things; everything withered. Y et the people would not pray
to Him. Had they recognized His omnipotence, He would not have judged
them too harshly, but there was no one who prayed to Him. Finally God
sent His vengeance: the complete destruction of the apostate people that
would not acknowledge Him as their Creator. They could have come to
know the true God, for there were astrol ogers and wise men who proclamed
the truth and who were supposed to prepare the people for the day of
reckoning and did so, but they were scorned and laughed at by the masses.
Their warnings went unheeded, and they were dain.

“One day the heavens darkened. Gray clouds gathered, and the sky
turned black. A storm arose. Lightning flashed, shattering the idols until
not an atom of them could be found. Then followed the calamities that
destroyed the people: fire and brimstone rained from heaven, fouling the air
with vapors that smothered the people. Stone palaces collapsed, burying
everything beneath their rubble. Then God sent a furious tempest and
covered the face of the land with a mantle of gray and yellow sand in an
earthquake. Such was His vengeance for the offense done to Him; it was an
act of justice.

“When the destruction came, both of us were already dead. |, Arras,
died by the dagger of a priest who coveted my wife. My friend and blood
brother Isaris, to whom | remained faithful al my life, died fighting against
Zyclov, who was one of his commanders and lived under the same roof with
him. Zyclov, impure of heart and lusting for power, sought to undermine the
throne of his master, rebelled against him and slew him.

“Our city and our tombs are buried and have not yet been unearthed.
We lived five thousand years before the birth of Christ, when the whole of
Egypt was governed by a number of princes al under one ruler who today
would be called ‘emperor’. They were princes of federated states and both
of us were among them, but Isaris was also the administrator for the entire
empire, or, as you would say today, imperial chancellor. The capital of the
empire was Memphis. The sovereign was always a member of a certain
family and was chosen by the leading families, the priests and the military
chiefs.”

When | asked him what other nations existed at the time, the reply
was:

“The peninsula of Arabia was inhabited by tribes of nomadic Arabs.
There was a great empire near the mouth of the Euphrates extending asfar as
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the Ganges, and another empire, later inhabited by the Moors, which may
still be traced on ancient charts.”

When the mediums regained consciousness they were surprised at
seeing the drawings they had made and disclaimed all knowledge of their
significance. All told, these young men came seven times in three months; |
never knew when to expect them.

One morning as | was on the point of leaving my parish for the city to
go to the office of the charitable organization, the farmer boy who was the
speaking medium came into the rectory and said he had received instructions
to accompany me to the city on this occasion; why, he did not know. |
therefore took him with me, knowing from experience that whenever the boy
received such instructions something important was at stake.

On this particular day the two mediums who had been making the
Egyptian sketches appeared again, and the farmer boy went into a trance
simultaneously with the two of them. For some time he sat in silence, while
both of the others were busy with their drawings. Suddenly the medium
from my parish stood up, walked over to one of the other mediums, and
spoke to him in aforeign tongue. He seemed to be explaining something to
him in connection with the drawing. Then he approached me and asked for
an eraser. When | had given him one, he again went to the medium to whom
he had been taking. | aso went nearer and could see that the drawing
represented the Nile. The medium now took the eraser from the boy, rubbed
out a short section of the river, and made an alteration in its course. | asked
the medium from my parish, who was still in trance, whether he was free to
tell me what these proceedings signified. The spirit speaking through him
answered that for this day he was charged with supervising the work of the
two mediums making the sketches. The most important drawing with
respect to the location of the royal tombs was being made that day, namely,
the course of the Nile. The spirit of one of the former Egyptian princes had
caused his medium to draw the bed of the Nile asit wasin his day, but since
then its burden of sand had caused the river to shift its bed in places, and it
was from precisely one of these spots that the measurements for locating the
tombs would have to be taken. It was for this reason that he had influenced
the boy to accompany me to the city this morning.

Upon completion of the last drawing | was told to trace all the
drawings and to deposit a full set of tracings, sealed, at a specified place.
Thereupon one of the Egyptian princes dictated to me a statement, which |
was required to sign, which read:
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“In the year 1924 | was informed about the existence of the spirits of
two former princes — they call themselves Arras and Isaris. From them |
received various drawings and depositions covering an account of the lives
of the said princes and of their fate. | was commissioned to travel to their
country and to open their tombs, as well as to uncover the remains of the
buried sites. This material was collected by me between February 1st and
May 1%, 1924,

“Isaris deposes on behalf of Arras and in his own name: ‘Acting
under instructions, we two have made known to you what we have been
instructed to tell you, in order that you may find our burial sites. The
execution of the task liesin your hands. Y ou have worked faithfully for us
both psychically and spiritually. We thank you for this. We ask you to
continue to do so, and today we take our leave of you. We shall return only
once more. That will be on the day on which our prediction is fulfilled and
on which it isnot only believed by you but acknowledged as history.

“‘Pray for us and Gott zum Gruss! [God'’ s greeting]’

““When you are standing by our graves and have found our remains,
we shall be there. Our task here has been fulfilled. Gott zum Gruss — until
we can speak to you again.’”

| signed this declaration and added it to the rest of the Egyptian
papers.

On this occasion | asked severa other questions relating to the subject
at hand and received as an answer the following instruction:

“l can assure you that everything bearing on the locality itself where
the graves are situated has been put into the drawings; the precise details we
can give you only on the spot. It is now merely a question of executing this
commission.. You have only to seek the tombs and you will find them. You
will find in them different objects of cultural interest much resembling
others that have been found el sewhere and hence of no special importancein
themselves. The important things are the ‘Appeal to the People’ and the
‘Sroll’ containing the laws of ‘“White Magic’ about communication with
spirits, and aso various directions for healing diseases. There are also
directions for the production of products from plants, salts, and the like, with
which various things can be preserved, and also directions for the making of
durable fabrics from plants. Money and gold are aso there — more than
enough to cover all your expenses.

“Your fate will not be that of so many others who opened such tombs
and died soon afterwards, for athough there is on each tomb an inscription
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reading: ‘Whosoever violates this grave or ingpires its violation shall come
to grief, you are going in the name of God and undertaking your
excavations in our name with God' s help. Hence, no harm will befall you.

“You ask me regarding the characters on the drawings. They vary in
type, for the same characters were then not employed in every locality. The
writing is that of our times;, you cannot read or write it. | could indeed
dictate each letter to you, but that would not help you because a letter may
stand for a whole word, or for only a character. The same script appears on
our tombs, our palaces, on the stones, pillars and walls. Your learned men
may break their heads against these stones, but they will not succeed in
deciphering the script. Perhaps an occasiona one may tell you that the
writing on the drawings is probably Egyptian, because he can recognize a
character here and there, but most of them will inform you that you have lost
your wits, and will throw obstacles in your path.

“The name of the Great King under whom we governed as princes of
the federation was ‘AM-EL’. He died after both of us, and his burial place
has not yet been discovered.

“There are in Egypt about 10,000 graves of kings, princes, and
nobles, without counting those of others. Hence you may be sure that there
are many undiscovered graves remaining.”

Later, at various séances with the mediums of my parish, | inquired
about this Egyptian disclosure, in order to find out when the tombs would be
found, and was informed: “That will come in due time. World events will
take place that will bring this matter to a head. Today the search is not
feasible and would cost the lives of a great many people for reasons that you
humans cannot understand.. The great ends that God proposes to
accomplish in thisway are far beyond human comprehension.”

| have devoted so much space to recounting the Egyptian matter on
the basis of the documentary record in my possession so that, when the time
comes, this account will be proof that all the details were precisely foretold.

Persondly, | fedl that the discovery of the tombs under consideration
will furnish modern science with the most powerful proof of the truth of the
contents of this book. Not even those scientists who are most hostile
towards a belief in the Beyond will be able to dismiss such evidence, but
will be forced to acknowledge its genuine value. That, however, is purely
my personal opinion. | was given no further information as to the
significance of finding the Egyptian tombs, but | received confirmation of
the Egyptian matter also through the medium in the city, who gave the
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additional information that the prince who called himself “Arras’ had aso
borne the name of “Hario”.

If one calmly thinks over the examples recorded above, which
constitute only asmall part of my experiencesin thisfield, it will be clear to
anyone that they cannot in any way be explained by appealing, as is
customary, to “natural” processes. These phenomena cannot be traced to
“suggestion”, “thought transmission”, or to “the subconscious’, for neither
the mediums as human beings nor other humans knew these things.

Things that were never in a person’s consciousness cannot become
part of his subconscious, any more than | can transmit to another thoughts
and words that | do not possess myself.

1 [11

The words “suggestion”, “subconscious’, and “thought transmission”
are generaly, in this connection, mere words, used in the belief that they
express deep scholarly meaning, and, as a rule, making an impression on
people not accustomed to thinking for themselves. In reality, however, they
are words without applicable concepts. “When concepts are lacking, their
place is often taken by a convenient word.”

As for thought transmission, | have often done my level best, both
before mediums had entered a trance and while they were in that state, to
transmit my thoughts to them, but in not one instance did their subsequent
communication contain a single word of the thoughts | had tried to convey in
this manner.

Similarly, | have also induced others to try to influence a medium’'s
utterances through suggestion, by joining me in concentrating their thoughts
upon a subject agreed upon among us, but none of these attempts was in the
least successful.

What | was told by the mediums, who were uneducated and
completely inexperienced in al branches of learning, surpasses all human
knowledge of the subjectsin question.

There is only one satisfactory explanation, namely: There are such
things as extraterrestrial spirit beings that make use of these mediums as
their instruments to convince us of the existence of a Beyond, of a God and
of a spirit world, and to guide us to the path leading to God.

The teachings about “the laws governing communication with spirits’
and “the great questions of the Here and the Hereafter” that are reproduced
in the following chapters will furnish an abundance of additional evidence
for these matters.
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PART TWO

The Laws Gover ning Spirit Communication
with Material Creation
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Introductory Remarks

| have come to redlize that everything that God has
ordained is eternally valid. Nothing can be added to it and
nothing taken away from it. God has arranged it thus so that
we may revere Him. (Ecclesiastes 3:14)

Already at my first contact with the spirit world | was promised that | would
be taught about the laws governing the ways in which communication by
spirits with the material world and especially with mankind takes place.

The fulfillment of this promise would be for me a new and
incontrovertible proof of the truth of what | had previously learned from this
source. | myself knew nothing of those laws. Still less could the mediums,
who were inexperienced in al branches of science, know anything about
such laws; hence they were unable to impart any teachings on the subject
from their own knowledge.

The promise given to me was kept in afar greater measure than | had
dared to hope. The instruction | received about the laws relating to
communication with the spirit world exhibited a clarity and a power of
conviction inherent to truth only. All my questions were answered
exhaustively, down to the last detail. Never did | find the dlightest
contradiction in what was taught me. Everything meshed, as in the
mechanism of a high-quality clock. My teacher was the same spirit that on
the occasion of our second meeting had promised to initiate me into every
truth, and it used the same boy as its medium as then. The fact that the boy
had only an average education also gave credence to the words of the
Apostle Paul: “God has chosen that which the world calls foolish to shame
the wise; and the things the world calls lowly and contemptuous have been
chosen by God to bring to nought that which looms large in the eyes of the
world, for no mortal shall be able to boast of his own accomplishments
before God.” (I Corinthians 1. 27-28)

“You mortals,” so the spirit began its teachings, “seem to assume that
only the world of matter is subject to laws. That is a mistake, for God is a
God of law and order in spiritual as well as terrestrial creation. In His
doings He Himself observes the laws He made, disregarding none of them.

“Thus we spirits too must observe the laws of nature ordained by God
whenever we wish to communicate with the material world. Thisistrue for
the good as well asthe evil spirit world.
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“You are in the habit of calling everything a“‘miracle’ that you cannot
explain with nature’s laws as you know them. For those familiar with the
forces acting in the material and the spiritual world there is no such thing as
a ‘miracle’, for everything happens according to the same immutable laws,
not one of which supersedes or changes another.

“If you lift up a stone with your hand, the law of ‘gravitation’, as you
call it, acting on the stone is not thereby set aside, but it is overcome by the
greater force of your hand. If, however, a stone were lifted up by a hand
invisible to you, you would consider that a ‘miracle’ because you would not
see the force, and hence would think the stone was rising of its own volition.
And yet in both cases a force must be present that causes the stone to be
lifted. Whether you can see the force or not does not affect the process
itself. In either case the force of gravitation acting on the stone is overcome
by a stronger force.

“Even God Himself, in consequence of the laws enacted by His Own
omnipotence, cannot make a stone raise itself. He might indeed have made
matter subject to different laws; but having made the laws governing all
earthly events as they are, He too must, when a stone is to be lifted,
implement a force that is greater than that of the gravitation acting upon the
stone.

“The same thing is true in al fields. There is aso nothing
‘miraculous going on when the spirit world communicates perceptibly with
you mortals and speaks to you. Whenever | speak to you through this boy, |
do so according to fixed laws, which | am bound to observe and which
would have to be observed in the same way by any evil spirit wanting to
speak through him.

“Consider your telephones! How many of nature's laws must be
complied with before a conversation can take place! You must have a
current. Wires and other elements required for the transmission of speech
must be installed. They must correspond to the laws of electricity and of
acoustics. It makes no difference whether the telephone is used by a good
citizen or by a criminal; both are subject to the same laws of telephone
communication.

“In order that you may understand the things you will witness in the
domain of spirit communication, it is important that you learn the most
important laws involved in communication between the spirit world and
material creation. When you have grasped these, you will be able to
understand most of what you will encounter in this field, things that so far
seem so inexplicable to you mortals.”
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TheLaw of “Odic Force” (Life Force)

“Because of their different natures, spirit and matter cannot act upon each
other directly. Not even your own spirit is capable by itself of activating a
limb or organ of your body. Not even I, who have taken possession of the
body of this boy, can make his body sit up or raise his hands or produce a
sound with his organs of speech by my own efforts alone. In order to do
these things, your own spirit and | aswell require a power current.

“In the same way, the operator of a machine requires a constant
supply of power furnished by steam or electricity if his machine is to
function. If that supply is lacking or is inadequate, the machine will stand
still.

“In our case the spirit is the machinist. The machine is the body or
matter. If the matter isto be set in motion by the spirit, a power current is

necessary.

“The learned men of old called this power current in human beings the
‘soul’, as distinguished from ‘spirit’ and ‘body’. Thus they taught, quite
correctly, that man is made up of spirit, soul and body.

“The Bible calls the power current or vital energy the ‘breath of life'.
‘... and God breathed into man’ s nostrils the breath of life; thus man became
aliving being.” (Genesis2: 7)

“Scientists of today call the power current in man the ‘ odic force'.

“This ‘odic’ or life force exists in and around al things created by
God. Every human being, every animal, every plant, every stone, every
mineral, all water, every heavenly body, every spirit and all other existing
things possess odic force. It is nothing material, but is spiritual and always
associated with a spirit. It is the life force of the spirit, which is therefore
alwaysits conveyor. Hence, wherever thereislife, thereis od, and wherever
there is od, there is spirit. Since this odic force exists in and around all
things created by God and is always associated with spirit, it follows that
there isa spirit in everything created.

“That sounds incredible to you, yet it isthe truth.

“Any spirit associated with a material body possesses, first of al, the
odic force required for its own existence as a spirit, and next, sufficient
additional odic force to induce life, growth and activity in the earthly body.

Similarly, to make use of an inadequate earthly parable, a locomotive
requires a certain amount of steam power to put itself in motion, and a
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certain amount of additional steam to enable it to pull the cars that are
coupled onto it. The car coupled onto your spirit is your body, for which
your spirit requires special additional odic power.

“However, the od set aside for the body differs from that set aside for
the spirit, since anything that is to act upon matter must be assimilated and
adapted to it to some extent. Hence the od of earthly bodiesisless spiritual
than that of the spirits inhabiting them.

“The physical od resembles your terrestrial power currents, which are
neither purely material nor purely spiritual. Their true nature is unknown to
you, athough you experience their effect on adaily basis.

“For your terrestrial power currents you employ material conductors,
designed to carry a current of the strength best suited to your needs. You
have machines and equipment of all kinds, and plants whose operation
requires current of a certain strength. If the current is too powerful, it will
destroy your equipment. If it istoo feeble, the equipment will stop running.

“In like manner the odic current of all physical beingsis carried by a
conductor throughout the body with all of itswonderful units, which you call
organs, in the required strength. If the current exerts too powerful an effect
on a given organ, it will create disorder. If it istoo feeble, the functions of
the organ will cease.

“The blood is the conductor of the odic force.. If the conductor is
destroyed by loss or decomposition of the blood, the odic current also
ceases, just as your power currents cease to flow when your conducting
wires are damaged by outside agencies or by corrosion.

“Because blood is the conductor for the od, and hence physical lifeis
impossible without blood, the Bible calls blood ‘the seat of life': ‘Blood is
the seat of life” (Deuteronomy 12: 23)

“The physical od is not created by the spirit of the respective body,
but is derived from the food taken into that body.

“In order that you may understand what | shall have to say further
about odic energy, | must explain to you the nature of matter.

“Have you ever tried to understand how the bodies of living
organisms are formed? Consider your own body and its growth! Wasit, by
any chance, built up by adding on finished substance, as a house is built by
placing one stone upon another? You know for yourself that your body was
not built up in thisway. The body is nothing but od condensed into matter,
and thisistrue of al bodies, not only those of human beings, but also those
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of animals, plants and minerals. Their growth and their taking material form
are subject to those selfsame laws of odic condensation.

“The od of individual material organisms comprises a mixture of od of
the most varied strength and kinds, produced by wonderful laws unknown to
you mortals. The mixture is different in human beings than in animals,
different in animals than in plants, and different in plants than in minerals.

“This difference in od mixture obtains not only between the primary
stages of nature, but aso between individual organisms within the same
stage. Thus the odic composition of the various human races differs: that of
the Negro is not the same as that of the white man or of the Indian.
Furthermore, not all members of the white race have the same odic
composition. This is true also for all the other races of mankind. Every
individual has his own odic composition. There are, therefore, no two
human beings with exactly the same od, and the same applies to animals,
plants and minerals.

“Since, therefore, the physical structure of a living organism results
from the condensation of the odic mixture peculiar to that organism, each
body hasits own individual physical properties. Inevery living being, flesh,
bones, nails, hair, and all other parts of the body have their distinctive
characteristics, which are based on the odic composition of the individual in
question.

“In your human eyes it is one of nature's deep secrets how od, which
exists in an ethereal form and is invisible to you, can be condensed into
tangible matter. That it is possible you know from your own daily
experience, for you can see that your body does not grow by the direct
application to it of finished matter. You know that the acorn does not grow
into an oak by having more and more bits of oak wood attached to it, but that
its growth represents a process taking place within the organism. Y ou know,
furthermore, that the food you eat does not attach itself to the inner surfaces
of your body and promote growth in that way, but that an unknown
something flows into al parts, great and small, of your entire body,
condensing into flesh, bone, nails, hair and other tissue, and by thus
condensing becomes matter.

“That ‘something’, which is unknown to you, is‘od'.

“Where, you may ask, does this od, which is so necessary for the
formation and support of al living beings, come from? You can find the
answer yourself, if you stop to think about what the needs of your physical
existence are: you require air, water and food. But not everything present in
the air, water or food can be utilized by the body. Above al, it cannot be
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assimilated by the various parts of your body in the form in which it occurs
in the air, water or food, that is to say, not in its material form. Even air is
matter. Everything must first be converted into an ethereal form, and
conducted in the form of od to all parts of the body, great and small.

“The conversion of the material nutrients into od proceeds by way of
the dissolving that takes place in your bodies during the process of digestion.

“The air you breathe comprises a material mixture of od, from which
your lungs extract only those parts of the od that your bodies require,
exhaling those they cannot use, in the process of breathing.

“Water also has an odic composition of its own. The od of water is
needed most of all by the bodies of human beings, animals and plants, for
these bodies are for the most part a condensation of the od taken from water.
Therefore, water-od predominates in the foods derived from the plant and
animal kingdoms, so that when you eat this food, you generally also receive
the necessary quantity of water-od. Because the od of water plays so
important arolein all bodies, they cannot go without it for any great length
of time. Your professiona fasters may be able to do without solid food for
weeks on end, but if they were deprived of water, they would soon die. For
the same reason animals and plants perish when denied the od of water for a
prolonged period.

“Now you also understand why the torture of thirst is the greatest
torture that any living being can experience; it constitutes death in its most
painful form.

“The od of the air is needed not so much for building up the structure
of the body, but mainly for producing the various power currents that carry
out the dissolving of food and its conversion into od, the mixing of the
various kinds of od, and finally their ultimate condensation into bodily
matter. All dissolving is caused by hot odic currents and all condensation by
cold ones. For thisreason you cannot live more than afew moments without
the od of the air, for where this is absent, al other odic activity ceases
automatically.

“Now we still need the answer to the question: where does the od
found in air, water and food come from?

“It comes from the earth, which as a heavenly body possesses an odic
mixture and an odic radiation that contain every kind of od required for the
support of all living beings on it. The terrestrial od consists of the od
peculiar to the earth as a heavenly body; in addition, the earth absorbs into
its own odic mixture the odic radiation of all the heavenly bodies within
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range of the earth. Each of these heavenly bodies has a specific od peculiar
to itsalf, of anature and composition not found in any other heavenly body.

“According to the position of those heavenly bodies with respect to
the earth, their odic radiation will have a greater or lesser effect upon it, and
since the position of the heavenly bodiesrelative to each other changes every
second, the odic radiations sent to the earth by those bodies will vary
accordingly.

“The blending of the od of your earth with that of the heavenly bodies
around it is of the greatest importance to life and growth upon the earth.

“You must also remember that every kind of od possesses powers
peculiar to itself. To the extent, then, that the bodily od of an infant at the
moment of its birth stands under the one-sidedly strong influence of the od
of one or more heavenly bodies, to that extent the infant's own odic
composition will be affected. At the time of birth, this composition is, as it
were, still fairly neutral, but at that instant it is given afixed permanent trend
by the odic radiations and mixtures acting upon it.

“If, in producing a mixture in a glass, you pour in a large amount of
one substance, that reduces the amounts you can add of other substances.
The whole mixture will then be characterized by that substance of which you
added a large amount — in color, smell, taste and other external features.
Y ou cannot later reduce the amount of the substance of which you added too
much, nor can you dilute it by adding larger amounts of other substances, for
the glass cannot be filled beyond its capacity.

“The same is true of the od mixture of a newborn infant. The total
amount of od is predetermined and cannot be increased. If, now, a particular
type of od constitutes the major component of the whole, it will determine
the infant’s growth and develop